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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ROSEWELL THOMPSON, OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT,

IMPROVEMENT IN BUTTON-HOLE GUIDE-CLAMPS.

Spemﬁcamen ferming part c¢f Lettcrs Patent No. Eﬁ@,%@@ dated February 2, 187-_1, wpph..,a;tlen filed
December 14, 1874,

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, ROSEWELL THOMPSON,
of Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new and
Improved Guide for Working Button-Holes;
and 1 do hereby declare the following to be a

tull, clear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference

. being had to the accompanying drawings,
- making a part of this specification.
The object of my invention is to provide a

usetul and convenient guide for the use of

persons unskilled in the art of working but-
ton-holes with neatness and regulavity; and
my improvement consists in constructing the
same with simplicity and duarability, and at

the same timne in such a manner as to be eas-

ily and conveniently edj usted for tse by the
- operator.

In the accompanying drawings, Iigs. 1 and
2 are perspective views of my 1mproved guide.
- Ifig. 3 is also a perspective view of the guide,
showing the manuner of holding the same by
the operator when adjusted for use. Fig.41s
an enlarged view of the guide, made in order
to clearly show the general construction of the
same. Fig. 5 1s an enlarged end view of the
guide; and Fig. 6 1s an enlarged cross-sec-
tional view of the wire on the line z #, Fig. 4.

I will now proceed to describe the construe-
tion of my improved guide with reference to
the accompanying dmwmﬂs

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A 1s a piece of stout wire about four inches
long, bent at the center so as to torm a shape
Slmller to a letter U, the arms being parellel
to each other, as ele"Lrly shown 1n I‘1n 4. a1is
the double Jew, constructed by ﬂmttemnﬂ' one
of the arms of the wire A on each sn:le as
shown in the enlarged end view, Fig. 5, deld.
flattened surfaces extendmﬂ 11eer]3 the len oth
of the arm and running pamllel to each other,
as shown in Figs. 1l and 2. B is a double
swinging jaw, constructed with bearings ¢ ¢
at each end, with holes in the same to fit the
unflattened arm of the wire A, but so as to
swing freely upon the same, in the manner
shewn in Ifig. 5. Said swinging jaw is se-
cured to its proper position on the arm Dby
making one.of the bearing-holes, ¢/, a little

L

I smaller than the diameter of the wire, and

milling the end of the arm to fit the smaller
bearing, said milled portion being left with a
square shoulder for the inside face of the bear-
ing, and also lett a little longer than the thick-
ness of sald bearing in order to rivet the sur-
plus end over the outside of the bearing, in the
manner shown in the sectional view of the

‘bearing ¢/, I'ig. 4, but so as to allow the same

to swing freely upon the arm, as before de-
scribed. .eis a flattened 1)01’51011 of the arm
between the bearings ¢ ¢/, and is designed to
give more room and convenience in holding
the cloth over the wire with the forefinger
when adjusted for use by the operator. Said
flattened surfaces are made on each side of
the arm, and 1inclined with respect to each
other in the manner shown in the enlarged
sectional view of the arm, Fig. 6. The sta-
tionary jaw a is made with a series of V-
shaped grooves across the top side, as shown
in the enlarged drawing, Ifig. 4, said grooves
being made et such a dletemce trem eaeh other
as the stitches in button-holes of usual good
workmanship, and are designed as a g ulde for
the operator in placing the needle at a proper
distance and position when taking each succes-

sive stiteh, so as to insure evenness and regu- -
larity in the several stitches made with re-

spect to each other. The flattened surfaces of
the jaw a have a series of raised cutting-edges
made upon the same, similar to those made
upon the surface of a double-cut file, as shown
1n the perspective view of the guide, Ifig. 2,
and the enlarged drawing, Fig. 4. Similar
raised cutting-edges are also made upon those
portions of the swinging jaw B which come
in contact with the stationary jaw «, as shown
at d, Figs 2 and 4, said raised edges upon
both jaws being designed to effectually pre-
vent the slipping of the cloth from its proper
position while being clamped between the
same for the purpose of working a button-
hole. |

In adjusting the guide for use, the cloth,
which has previously heen cut in a proper
place for a button-hole 1s placed between the
swinging and stationary jaws, at such a dis-
tance from the edge of the slit as is desired
by the operator to make the stitches in work-

| Ing the button-hole, and firmly held in that _
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position by the thumb and forefinger of the | which are worked by hand by the most skill-

left hand, in the manner shown in Fig. 3 of
the accompanying drawiags. The operator
then places the point of the needle in the
groove on the top edge of the stationary jaw,
which happens to coincide with the end of
the slit, and thrusts it through the cloth with
the right hand, when the first stitch is taken
‘in the usual manner of working a button-hole.
The next groove is then used to take the next
stitch in the same manner as deseribed for the
- first stitch, and so repeating the operation in
taking the several stitches until one side of
the button-hole is finished. The operator then
changes the guide to the unworked side of
the slit by using the opposite side of the sta-
tionary and swinging jaws, and proceeds to
work that side of the slit in precisely the same
manner as before described. |

- Button-holes worked with the assistance of

this guide excel in beauty and regularity any |

tul and experienced operator. Thus, with

only two complete pieces of metal, I construct

a very durable, convenient, and effective guide
for the use of persons unskilled in the art of

working button-holes with neatness and regu- =

larity. |

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

In a button-hole guide-clamp, the combina-
tion of the U-shaped wire A and the double
sSwinging jaw B, secured to one of the arms of
the wire in the manner described, both con-
structed substantially as and for the purpose
specified. |

ROSEWELL THOMPSON.

‘Withesses:
SAMUEL C. KINGMAN,
ORLANDO P. KINGMAN.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

