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Lo all whom it may concern: . | l
Be it known that I, NoAH WILLIAM MITCH-
ELL, of Southsea, in the county of Southamp-
- ton, England, cork-cutter, have invented a new
and Improved Apparatus for Branding and
Counting Corks, of which the following is a
specification | -

This invention consists in construeting an
apparatus for branding and counting corks,
instead of having to brand and couut such
corks by hand as commonly practiced.

The tollowing is an example of my said in-
~vention for branding and counting corks, ref-
erence being had to the illustrative sheet of
drawings hereunto annexed.

- Figure 1 is a plan of the branding and
counting apparatus; Fig. 2, an elevation of
the same, partly in section; Fig. 3, a front
view of the counting apparatus. -
418 a table, on which is fixed the standard
B. In this table is inserted the brand C,
whiech is kept at a suitable heat by means of
a gas;jet, D, or other means. I is a guide,
in which the corks are placed. F is a frame,
which oscillates with the spindle G on the
standard B. On this spindle are keyed a
palley, H, and a cog-wheel, J, gearing with a
pinion, J’; keyed on the other spindle, K, on
which is fixed a milled pulley, L. A rotary
motion is given by a treadle, or otherwise, to
the pulley H, whieh is transmitted to the pul-
ley L by the wheel J and pinion J%. P is a
chute, into which the corks fall after having
been branded and counted. @ is a support,
upon which the frame IF rests in order that
~the pulley I shall not come in contact with
the brand C. M is the counting apparatus,
where the corks, after having passed under
the pulley L, are registered. This apparatus
cousists of' a metallic casing, a, attached to
the standard B. In this casing is suitably
arranged a series of wheels and pinions, b
0", the number of revolutions made by each
being shown on dials @ by the hands ¢. The
dial of the wheel b marks the single corks,
and that of the wheel ¥ the casts of twenty-
four corks, and that of b the grosses. The
wheel b is set in motion by the pawl N’ of the
~lever N. One end, o, of this lever rests on
the frame ¥, Fig. 2, |

The following is the manner by which corks
may be branded and counted by means of the

avove-deseribed apparatus: g

A cork i1s placed on the guide E, and is car-
ried over the brand C by the milled pulley L,
as shown by dotted lines at Fig. 2. This pul-
ley being raised by the cork to I/, the other
end of the frame If is lowered to I/, and the
lever N of the counter following it in its mo-
tion, and the end o assuming the position O'.
When the cork has passed underneath the
pulley L, and fallen down the chute P, the
trame I will again assume a horizontal posi-
tion, thereby bringing up the lever N and the
pawl N/, which will move the wheel b one
tooth. Thus, each time a cork passes under-
neath the pulley L, it will be branded and
duly registered. |

FFig. 4 shows another mode of working the
counting apparatus.

A 1s the table; Ii, the guide, and L the
milled pulley. Underneath the guide E is
placed a spindle, R, held in suitable bearings,
and connected with the counting apparatus,
which, 1n this case, is placed on the side of
the branding apparatus. This spindle has a
piece of metal, S, kept up by means of a weight
orspring, T'. Thispieceof metal passesthrough
the guide I, which is cut out so as to allow it
to be brought on a level with it. Each time
a cork 1s taken underneath the pulley L it
will depress the piece of metal S, as shown
in dotted lines at S/, and in so doing will
move the lever N of the counting apparatus,
and register each cork as it passes over it.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination of the pulley H, wheel
J, pinlon J’, driving a milled pulley, 1., the
frame I, oscillating on the standard B, and
the support Q, substantially as deseribed and
represented.

2. The oscillating frame F T, mounted on
the spindle G, and carrying at one end the
milled pulley L, in combination with the le-
ver N and its pawl N/, operated by the swing-
ing frame, and a counting mechanism, M, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

N. W. MITCHELL.
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