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- city, county, and State of New York, hiave in-

- by a spring. Such are complicated and costly

ends, both of said heads being provided with

slides, the books contained in the rack are

- Tueans said books are retained in position, and
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o all whom it may concern : | |

Be it known that I, DAvVID J. STEIN, of the

vented a certain new and useful Improvement
in Book-Racks, of which the following is a
specitfication: |

'This invention is illustrated in the accom-

panying drawing, in which— |

Iigure 1 represents an inverted plan of my
rack. Tig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the |
same when folded up. Tig. 3 is a similar sec- |
tion of the same when filled with books.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

Heretofore self-adjusting book-racks have
been constructed of a slotted frame or back
with elamps rising from a base, which is made

to traverse toward each other for the purpose |

of clamping books between them, by means of
cords connected with the movable base-pieces,
sald cords passing around a pulley controlled

in construction, and, further, no provision is
made for extending the frame or back, it be-
Ing made in one piece. o |
- My invention counsists in a rack composed
of a supporting-shelf with two heads at its

extension-slides, which are exposed to the ac-
tion of a spring, in such a manner that the
clides can be made to move beyond the shelf,
80 as to lengthen the same when drawn out,
so that the rack accommodates itself to the
number ot books which it contains, and that,
by the action of the spring on the extension-

compressed between the heads, and by these

prevented from dropping off accidentally. |
In the drawing, the letter A designates a
shelf, which is provided with two heads, B B.
These heads are connected, by means of hin ge-
Joints a @, to slides C C, which are fitted into

guideways in the shelf A, so that they can be |

drawn out or pushed in, acecording to the
quantity of books to be received between the |

heads B B, said slides serving, when drawn
oat, as a continuation of the shelf. Said ex-
tension-slides are connected together by a
spring, D, made of india-rubber or-other suit-
able material, which has a tendency to draw

sald slides together. +

By these means the slides C C can be drawn
out, so that the heads B B will accommodate
themselves to the quantity of books to be
placed in the rack; and, by the action of the
spring D, the slides are drawn toward each -
other, so that the books are compressed be-
tween the heads and retained in position on
the rack; and, further, either head with its
slide can be moved outwardly beyond the end
of the frame or shelf without disturbing the
other head and slide, which is, as is apparent,
an important and valuable feature in a self-ad-
justing book-rack. - | |

It is evident that, since the shelf has a cen-

‘tral brace, the spring may be divided, and its

free ends attached thereto, so that each slide
and bhead will be under the action of its own
spring. o |

When the rack is not used the heads B B

‘may be, when hinged upon the slide, turned

down to the position shown in Fig. 2, for pack-
ing for transportation or when not desired for
use. | | |

What 1 claim is— |

An extensible book-shelf, constructed as
herein shown and described, consisting of the
frame A, heads or clamps B, slides C, and

spring D, said heads and slides being adapted

to be moved outwardly beyond the shelf to
lengthen the same, substantially as and for
the purposes specified. o -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing,
I have hereunto set my hand and seal this
29th day of September, 1874. |

DAVID J. STEIN. [L.8.]

Witnesses: -
M. SULYBACHER,
W. HAUFT.
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