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GrAl RLT VA\T W’I\ThLE OF KALA"\IAZOO, I\HOHI(}A

 IMPROVEMENT IN BUR-IA-L-CASES,

- bpeclﬁc&tlﬂn fﬂl‘llllll'—" part of Lettera Patent No. 158,654, dated J&nuary 12, 1875 ﬂppllc&twu filed
| Dwember o, 1874 |

To all whom it mas J concern: .

Be it known that I, GARRET VAN “TINILLE
of Kalamazoo, . in the county of Kalamazoo
~and State of Ml(,hlgan have invented a new
and valuable Improvement in Burial-Cases;
and I do hereby declare that the following 15
~ a full, clear, and exact description of the con-

| btructmu and operation of thesame, reference
‘being had to the annexed drawings, making

" a part of this specification, and to the letters

and figures of reference marked thereon.
- Figure 1 of the drawing is a represéntation
of a vertical transverse bECtIOIl of my burial-

case, and Fig. 2 is a vertical longitadinal sec-
I‘lg 3 15 & side ele-

- tional view of the same.
vation., ;
~This 1111*611t10n h&b relatlon {0 burml cases

of which the lid or top is semi-cylindrical in
~ form, and, is adapted to rotate under the in-

: -'femor receptacle for the corpse, for the pur-
| pf}be of opening the same, and to be rotated
up in position over the said 1“'e-:,ept%le wher 6-

by it is perfectly covered.

The nature of the invention amd nnprm*e-
ment in this class of buarial-cases CONSISES 10 &

“¢ylindrical pivot rigidly secured to the in-

side of the ends of a burial-case, and mlftpted

~ to be received into corresponding perfm ations

in the ends of a rotating semi-cylindrieal lid
or top, whereby not only is the top awumtelv
guided in its rotation, but a means is afforded
“whereby the hody_receptade may be rigidly
secured against tilting when its burden is
placed therein. It also consists in a strip of
~rubber rigidly secured to the inner receptacle
- at or near its upper edge, whereby all escape

“of gases and other products of decomposition
from the interior of the case is effectually pre-

" vented when the lid is closed, by the ¢lose im-
- pinging of the said rubber btllp ‘Lgmnht the

" inner sarface of the lid.
~ In the annexed drawings, A deswuates the

oufer case of my improved G&Sl{bt which is

preferably of rectangular form. This case is

designed to be of any style of ornamentation, |

and is preferably of wood. ‘BB designates a

ihOllOW lid or eover in the form of a beﬂ"lll("llt
of a cylinder, presenting in cross- .sectlon &
curve greater than a semicirele, as shown in
-Fig. 1, which 18 apphul wﬂzhm the case A,
and is ngldlv held aﬂ‘umt upw’ard or dowu-

‘receptacle, C

ward displacement by means of la,rne cylin-
drical blocks b, which are passed. throunh
apertures of corresponduw size in the ends a
of the said lid, and are then rigidly secured
to a’ strong wooden strip, ¢, also rigidly se-
cured to the inside of the ends of case A by
means of a screw, s, DBy this means the lid
B is allowed to rwolve freely about. its long
axis, but is prevented from either upward or
downward displacement. C designates the
muer receptacle of my improved casket, which
18 of such a length and width as that it shall

fit snugly within the lid B, and is preferably
'ot greater width at the top than at bottom,

The case C is applied within the case A in
the; following manner, to wit: The lid B is ro-

tated so tlmt it bhdl[ descend into the ounter
case, thereby’ bringing its concavity upward,

and 1ts apper edne nea,rly flush W1t11 the cor-
responding edge “of the said case. The inner
, is then introduced into the hol-
low of the hd and rigidly secured by means

of two or more screws, s/, to the-eylindrical
pivots b,.ds shown m;l?lgshl and 2. These

e

pivots - bem of considerable diameter, I an
enabled to ma,ke the perforations in the ends
of the receptacie for the reception of the
serews & .some distance apart, thus holding it
II“l(U} in a horizontal position, and premlt

ing all vertical vibration whatever.

With a view to preventing the escape of'
oases evolved during decomposition, I have

11 practice used the followm,g devme, to wit:

I apply to the upper edges of the inner case,
C, a strip of rubber, ¢, of suitable thmkne& -

-_and of such width that when it is 1‘1g1d1y

clamped by means of ‘a wooden strip, d, to the

uapper edue of the said case, it bhdﬂ com-

pletely A1l up the space between it and the
rwolvmg lid B atits sides and ends, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 2. Under ordinary  circum-
stances this rubber strip effectually prevents
the escape of ¢ gases from the interior of the
case. -

When the body is in. the case C, I use the

following device to prevent: the rotatmn of
hid B, to mt
are ajrmn o od at each side of the outer case, A,

Two or more pivotal catehes, f,

i horizontal slots i cut into the vertical 81des_'
of the said case, which- are caused by means
of a ke; or lmob k, to enmge with a carre-
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. sponding groove,1, in the euter surface of the ‘9. The eombination, with the rotating hol-
lid, securely locking the seme, fmd preveutlug :lew lid B, of the rubber strip ¢, held in posi-.
all casual vibration. - | tion upon the upper edges of case C by clamp-

I may,in practice, make use of a glass plate, | strips d, substantially as-specified, and for the
G, over the face of the corpse, and may, with | purpose set forth.

0 aview .to showing the full-length figure, con- In testimony that I claim the above I h'we T
. struet the whole lid of the same mateuel- | hereunto subsenbed my name 111 the presence
;?Vhe,t Iclaim as pew 18— | of two witnesses. = L
| Ina burlal case,the cembmetmn, mth the |
outer case, A, and the inner receptacle, C, rig- | - - GARRET VAN Wl KLE
idly connected by means of screws s and cy- Wltnesses IR o o
- lindrical blocks b of the-lid B, rotetmg on the . ;'- HEeEngrY C. BRIGGS |

said blocks, eubstentlallv as speemed - | .GEorGEE. UPHAM.
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