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IMPROVEMENT IN SLEDS.

Speciﬁmtion forming part of Letters Patent No. 137,410, dated December 1, 1874 ; application filed |
| October 27, 1874. ' | |

To all whom it may concern : | be applied squarely against the sled and its
_Be it known that I, SAMUEL MILLS, of New load,and the consequence is that its course can
Castle, in the county of Coshoecton and State | be held in check with less exertion on the part
of Ohio, have invented certain Improvements | of the draft-animals, and that it will retain its
In Sleds, of which the following is a specifi- | position the same as when passingover a level,
cation : 80 that the wear on the soles of the runners

- The nature of my invention consists in com- | will be uniform under all circumstances. The
bining with a pole or tongue pivoted near the | whiffletree H, composed of the usual double-
top of the forward turned-up ends of the tree and single-trees, is pivoted between the
ranners, so as to obtain a better purchase torwardly-projecting legs of the flat clevis I,
on the sled in the act of holding back with- | which is firmly secured to the cross-barE, and -
out abnormal wear on the soles of the run- sustains the whiffletree in proper position.
ners, a whitfletree, hinged to and supported | Itwill be observed that, the whiffletree being
by a flat clevis projecting from the foremost | located nearly on a line with the body of the

~ cross-bar of the sled some distance beneath sled, the draft is consequently applied where
the pole, and so disposed that the dratt will | it must of necessity be the most effective.
be applied to the sled atthe most advantageous Just above the cross-bar E the runners are
point. . o o connected by a tie-rod, K, to give additional

1he annexed drawing illustrates my im- | strength to the structure at this point, where

proved sled in perspective, showing the body | it is much needed. | :
of the same as consisting of a rectangular The described arrangement of the whiffle-
frame-work, A, of wood, mounted by stand- | tree and pole or tongue relieves the draft-ani-
ards B on the runners C and ¢, and provided | mals of the entire weight of the former, and
with a series of rungs, D, for confining the | of the latter they have to carry only the light
load which may be placed upon it for transpor- | forward end. | | ?
tation. The forward ends of the side timbers What I claim as my invention, and desire
of- the frame are extended to the turned-up ; to secure by Letters Patent, is—
runners and secured thereto at points where 1. In a sled, the combination of the tongue
the runners are united by the cross-bar E, as | G, pivotedin an elevated position to the turned-
clearly shown. The forward turned-up ends | up ends of the runners, and the whiffletree
of the runners are carried somewhat higher | H, connected to the sled nearly on a line with
than ordinarily, and near the top of them the.| its bed or body, substantially as and for the
bar If is pivoted, extending across from one to purposes specified. , |
the other, and centrally carrying the pole or | 2. The combination of the cross-bar E, flat
tongue G, the hounds ¢gg¢ of which are detach- | clevis I, and whiffletree H, substantially as
ably connected to the bar F, so that the pole | and for the purpose specified. |

- may be readily removed when not needed. In testimony whereof I have signed my name
Lhe pole may also be folded back upon the ! to the foregoing specification in the presence
body of the sled for compactness in storing | of two subscribing witnesses. |

it. Placing the tongue or pole in this ele. SAMUEL MILLS.
vated position has several advantages, chief | Witnesses: | |
~among which may be mentioned that in hold- |. F. M. BuxTon, .

ing back on descending grades the power will , - C, E. JoHNSON.
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