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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, THoMAS D. PENNING-

TON, of Forsyth,in the county of Monroe and

State of Georgia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Fire-Extinguish-
ers; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description there-

~of, which will enable others skilled in the art to

which it pertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. |

My invention relates to that class of fire-
extinguishers in which one or more water-
tanks are arranged in a building, and com-
municate with perforated pipes or sprinklers,
so that when valves are opened in the bottom
of the tanks the water therein will pass into
and through the sprinklers to extingunish the
fire; and the nature of my invention consists
In the construction and arrangement of a de-

- vice forautomatically opening the tank-valves.
by the action of the fire itself which it is in-

tended or designed to extinguish, as will be
hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a
vertical section of a fire-extinguisher of the
class described, with a side view of my oper-

~ating device connected therewith. Fig.2is a
- section of the operating device through the

line  x, Fig. 1. -
A represents a water-tank, connected, by a

pipe, B, with a perforated pipe or sprinkler,

U, which may be arranged in any desired or
suitable manner. In the bottom of the tank
A,opening into the pipe B, is a valve, a, which
1s connected, by a rod, b, with one end of a

pivoted lever, D, from the other end of which

1s suspended a weight, B. This weight should
be sufficiently heavy-to overbalance and raise
the valve a, no matter how much water is in

the tank, as soon as the weight is liberated.

The device for automatically opening the
valve & is constructed substantially as fol-
lows: G G’ represent two metallic blocks of
suitable size. The block G is fastened to the

wall, or in any place where fire would be most |

likely to occur, and from this block project

- Wo pins, d d, which pass through holes in the |

block G/, and this block G’ is placed on said
pins close up to and against the block G. In
the adjoining surfaces of the blocks G- (3, or
in one only, is formed a cavity, e, which is
filled with powder, and into the same leads a
fuse, f, through a groove or channel in one or
both of the blocks. Amnother groove is also
made 1n one or both of the blocks for the pas-
sage of a rod or wire, », which has a head or
enlargement, 4, at its lower end, so that it can-
not pass upward when the blocks are in posi-
tion. The upper end of the rod or wire % is
attached to one end of a pivoted lever, H, the
other end of which supports the weight E in
such a position that the valve ¢ in the tank

- will remain closed. -

In case of outbreak of fire the fuse f will
become ignited and explode the charge in the
cavity e, thereby foreibly throwing the block
G’ off of the pins d d from the block G. This
instantaneously releases the rod or wire %, so
as to allow the lever H to turn on its pivot
and drop the weight E, which, in falling, lifts
the valve a. The water in the tank at once
passes-into the sprinkler and onto the fire, to
extinguish the same.

Any number of tanks may be used, having
their valves so connected that they will all be
opened simultaneously.

Though this device is specially designed for
gin-houses, to extinguish any fire that may
occur 1n the lint-room, it may be used in build-
ings of any character.

Having thus folly described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The combination of the grooved blocks G G,
with pins d d and cavity e, the fuse f, rod 7,
with head ¢, and the pivoted lever H, all ar-
ranged in connection with a fire-extinguishing
apparatus of the character herein described,
substantially as and for the purposes herein
set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own L aflix my signature in presence of .

two witnesses.
THOS. D. PENNINGTON.

Witnesses:
GEO. A, COBANISS,
W, L. LAMPKIN.
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