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IMPROVEMENT IN NEEDLES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 156,995, dated Novemter 10, 1574 ; applicatiuon tiled
| - - October 3, 1874.

Lo all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HARRY M. JENKINS, of
- New York, in the county of New York and
in the State of New York, have invented cer-

“tain new and useful Improvements in Needles ;

and do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
Ings and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, making a part of this specification.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction of the butt end of a needle de-
signed for surgical or other purposes, as will
be hereinafter more fully set forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make and
use the same, 1 will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation, referring to
the annexed drawing, which tully illustrates
my invention. - B _-

A. represents a needle, such as is used for
surgical purposes. The head end of this nee-

dle is split longitudinally for a suitable dis-

tance, forming two jaws, @ a, the ends of which
are cut beveled, as shown, so as to form a
noteh, b, in the end of the needle. The inner
sides of the jaws « @ are hollowed out, form-
g a longitudinal hole in the end of the nee-
dle. From the inner sides of one of the jaws
@ projects a pin, ¢, which extends across the
hole to, or nearly to, the inner side of the op-
posite jaw in a downwardly-inclined direc-
tion, as shown in Fig. 1.

In threading this needle, the thread is |

pressed into the notch b, which S]_Jreads the

Jaws @ a, allowing the thread to pass down

between them, until it passes down below the

pin 2. The two ends of the thread are then

pulled upward, the pin preventing the thread
from coming out, and the two ends lie in the
greoves in the jaws, and pass out through the
end of the needle. |
Though I have especially designed this in-
vention for surgical needles, still it is equally
applicable to needles for any other purpose.
Lhis forms a self-threading needle, which is
always in order, and, when used for surgiecal
purposes, 1t will go more easily through the
flesh than if the thread were coming out at
the sides of the needle, as is now most, gener-
ally the case. | +
. Having thus fully described my inveuntion,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |
A needle having its head end
the jaws a @, which have

and their inner sides grooved longitudinally,
and provided with the downwardly-inclined
pin ¢, extending from the inner side of one

split to form
their ends beveled,

Jaw to, or nearly to, the other, substantially

as herein set forth, =~ .

- In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 34 day of Oc-
tober, 1874. |

H. M. JENKINS.
Witnesses: ' o
C. L. EVERT,
- H. A, HALL.
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