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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AMos RANK, of Salem,
in the county of Columbiana and State of
Oh1o, have invented certain Improvements in
Grave- Guards, &c., of which the followmg 18
a speeification:

This invention is more particularly designed
for retaining the mounds of graves in the de-
sired elevated condition above the surround-

g ground; but it may also be employed for |

supporting the edges or borders of flower-beds,
or the like, the object of this improvement be-
ing to provide a guard which shall have the
appearance of 011d metal, together with its
non-liability to surface fracture or abrasion,
and yet be capable of manufacture at a tar less
cost than a guard wholly metallic. To this
end the invention consists in a guard formed
of a hollow sheet-metal shell of suitable con-
figuration, and constructed to receive, when
desired, a filling of cement, plaster, or other
m’ttenal which, while cheap and easﬂy ap-
plied, will support the sheet metal against ex-
ternal pressure. The invention further con-
sists in a novel means whereby provision is
made for the reception and firm support in
“the guard of the head and foot stones of the
-grave or mound around or upon which the
same may be placed.

Kigure 1 1s a plan view of a grave- guard
made according to my invention. Fl“‘ 218 an
inverted plan view, and Fig. 3 a ceutml lon-
gitudinal section, of the same.

The shell A 1s made of sheet-zine, galvan-
1zed sheet-iron, or other suitable metal and,
as CONCErns 1ts circumferential contom may
be made of various forms—ifor emmple, as
shown in the drawings, with its two end por-

tions, B/, of rectangular shape, and projecting

laterally beyond the main or central portion
C’, which latter is formed of two side pieces,
with a space, D, between, which gives to the
whole, as 1% Were an annular form.

16 1s preferred that in any event the circum-
ferential surface should be flaring or sloping
outward and downward from the upper cir-
cumferential edge of the shell. The height of
. the latter is designed to be equal to the height
at the edges of the mound to be guarded, the
saild moun_d when the guard is applied, bemn*
situate within and filling the space D, so that

the guard supports the edges of the mound,
keeps them from crumbling or being trodden
down, and maintains the mound in the desired
Svmmetrv, and at the requisite height above
the surrounding surface of the ground

The shell A is closed at its upper side, (ex-
cept, of course, at the space D,) and is there-
fore hollow underneath, as shown mozre fu]ly
in Fig. 3, but also indicated in Fig. 2. At
each end 113 has a rectangular opening, G/, into
which is fitted a socket, I, of bheet metal of
corresponding shape, the upper edge of which
18 firmly soldered or otherwise secured to the
adjoining edges of the opening G’. The end
portions of the guard are preferably provided
with upwardly - projecting pyramidal exten-
sions A’/, that serve to increase the vertical
bearing of the head and foot stones when such
are put 1n position, as presently explained.
The sockets I’ are designed to receive the head
and foot stones of the grave to which the
guard may be applied; and in order to
strengthen them against the strain exerted
by any lateral pressure on the said stones,
each of the sockets I’ has radial braces, a,
(formed of sheet metal arranged in vertical
planes,) extending from it to the adjacent
outer pmtwns of the sbell, as shown more
fully 1n Fig, 2.

Constructed as deseribed, the shell may be
sold as an article of trade, but, ordinarily,
previous to being placed around or upon the
mound or grave, should be filled with cement,
concrete, or Other filling that, being or becom-
mg h&rd will sustain the sheet metal against
external violence. By making the shell of
sheet metal sufficiently thick to resist ordinary
casualties, it may even be used without any.
other ﬁllmﬂ* than one of earth or clay; but it
1s much preferled to fill the shell with a hard,
firm concrete, cement, or artificial stone, that
will give to the gua;rd the hardness and per-
manence of solid rock in connection with the
metallic shell, such filling being indicated at
N in Fig 3.

By makmg, the shell of suitable circumfer-
ential shape,and dispensing with the enlarged
end portions and their head and foot stone
sockets, the guard may be used for supporting
the edges of flower-beds and the like, in the
same manner as, when made in the m&nner
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hereinbefore set forth, it is-applied for retain-
~ing in position the mounds of graves.
~ What I claim as my invention is— |

1. The sheet-metal shell A, constructed to
surround a grave, mound, or bed of earth,
and made hollow underneath , Substantially as
and for the purpose set forth -

2. The combination of the hollow sheet-
metal shell A, counstructed to surround a
grave, mound, or bed of earth, and a filling
of concrete, cement, artificial stone, or other
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| solid material, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

3. The combination of the sockets I/ and
braces ¢ with the hollow sheet-metal shell A,
constructed to surround a grave, mound, o
j bed of earth, substantially as and for the pur-

pose set forth.

AMOS RANK, -
Witnesses:
ORLANDO RANK,
, SyYLvANUs FE. REED.
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