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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY OSTERHOUT, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ASSIGNOR
OF ONE-HALF HIS RIGHT TO GEORGE O. MILLER, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVEMENT IN BOTTLE-STOPPER LOCKS.

| Speciﬁcation forming part of Letters Patent No. 156,062, dated October 20, 1874 ; applica,tioﬁ filed
September 2, 1874, |

To all whom ¢ may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY OSTERHOUT, of

Washington city, in the Distriet of Columbia,
have invented certain new and useful Imp:ove-
ments in Bottle Stoppers and Locks, of which
the follow:ag 1s a specification: ' |
My invention relates to a certain new and

useful improvement ia devices for sealing and..

locking bottles, and othe. similar vessels,
whereby the corks or stoppers of the sa.ae
may be more securely fastened than has hith-
erto been done in devices of this class in or-
der to secure the conter.ts of the bottle against
fraudulent ren.oval.

The locking devices hitherto employed for

~ this purpose have usually consisted of a me-

tallic hoop attached t» a fléxible or rigid col-
lar, consisting of a plain band of metal, so
constructed that it may be clasped and se-
cured around the neck of the bottle or vessel
under the shoulder formed thereon; or of a
rigid band, made in two parts, with a flange
or shoalder on the inside at the top and bot-
tom, the two parts be:ng hinged together in

- such a manner that the band may be clasped

and locked around the neck of the bottle, the
lower flange engaging under the shoulder on

the neck, and the upper one fitting over the |-

edge of the bottle at its mouth, thus holding
the collar in place. The collars when con-
structed of a plain flexible band have been

~found objectionable, owing to the fact that

m many bottles the shoulder at the neck is
imperfectly formed and does not give a suffi-
cient hold to the collar, which, in many in-
stances, may be slipped over the neck and
removed, thus failing to accomplish their ob-

' Jecet.  On the other hand, when a rigid band

with a flange to hold under the shoulder, or

the recess generally formed in the neck of

the bottle is employed, it has to be accurately
made, so as to fit one size of bottle, as it can-
not be made to any extent adjustable.

My invention has been designed to obviate
these objections; and to this end I employ a
fiexible collar with a flange at its top edge,
which will fall into and hold under the shoul-
der on the bottle, formed at or near the mouth
of the latter, and, in order that this flange
should not interfere with the flexibility of the
collar and prevent it from being freely ad-
justable, I cut or slit the same radially, at
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suitable intervals, as will be fully hereinafter
described. To the collar I attach, by means
of a hinge o otherwise, a flexible hasp, which
may be passed over the cork and brought
down over the staple, which secures the ends
of the collar, so that the whole may be se-
curely locked together by means of an ordi-
nary padlock. | __

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of my improved bottle-stopper
and lock, Iig. 2, a view, partly in section,
showing it applied to a bottle.

A represents the bottle, and B the stopper
or cork. C represents the collar, made of a
flexible strip of metal, so that it may be read-
ily adjusted to bottles of different sizes. I
provide sald collar at its upper edge with a
flange, D, extending around the same, and, in
order to prevert said flange from interfering
with the flexibility of the collar, which would
prevent 1t from being adjustable to any ex-
tent, 1.cut or slit the same radially, as at a.
To the collar C I attach, at one side, a hasp,
E, which extends upward over the cork, and
downward on the other side, where it can be
secured over the staple If, by means of which
the ends of the collar are secured together.

In order that the collar and hasp may be
adjusted to various-sized Dbottles I provide a
series of apertures, b, in each, as shown.

The collar is secured over that portion of
the neck of the bottle between the shoulder
and groove or recess around the mneck, ana,
the hasp being brought properly over the
cork, the ends of the collar and hasp are se-
curely fastened over the staple by a pad-
lock, G. |

1 claim— | |

1. A locking device for bottles and other
similar vessels, consisting of a flexible and
adjustable flanged collar, -C, in combination
with a hasp, E, staple I, and lock G, con-
structed as herein desecribed. |

2. The flange D, cut or slit radially, as at
@, In combination with the flexible collar C,
as and for the purposes herein described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand. -
HENRY OSTERHOUT,.

I Witnesses:
JAMES L. NORRIS,
GEoO. O. MILLER.
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