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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, DANIDL D. ELDRIDGE
a citizen of Chicago, State of Illinois, have i in.
vented a new and useful Improv emeut in

 Burglar - Proof Attachments for Locks, of

- which the following is a clear, full, and ex-

~act description, reference bemg had to the ac-
- companying dmwmgs making a pa,lt of this
specification, in which—

Figure'1 represents the key-fastener. Tig.

2 shows the key-hole plate with guide and

spring. Ifig. 3 shows the key-hole plate, with
the f.:mtemnﬂ‘ device attached.

The obJect of my invention is to pronde
means by which a key may be secured auto-
~matically in a door-lock on the inside of the
room, 80 as to prevent burglars turning the
key by means of nippers and other instruments
from the outside; and it consists in an auto-
matic escuteheon or key-lock constructed and
applied as hereinafter shown.

- To enable others skilled in the art to make

and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe the.particular manner in which I carry
1t out. |

In the drawings, B represents the key-hole

- plate, and a the escutcheon or locking device.

The upper portion of the escutcheon is made
broad, as shown in IFig. 1, one side of it being
- slotted, as shown at b, and the opposite side
curved at ¢ to form a ha,ndle or thumb sup-
port, by which the escutcheon may be read-
ily opemted The handle portion ¢ of the es-
- cutcheon. extends slightly above the slotted
portion, as shown at d, and forms a square
shoulder which comes in contact with the
cuide % on the key-hole plate, and thus forms
a stop for the escutcheon when thrown by the
spring ¢ into a locking position, which is the
case when the slot b passes over the square
shank of the key of the lock, fitting it snugly,
and not allowing the key 130 be turned until
the escutcheon is removed or drawn back, as

| shown in Fig. 1

. The guide b on the key-hole
plate holds the upper portion of the escuteh-
eon In position, and at the same time allows
1t to slide to and from the key-hole. Thelower
portion of the escutchcon or locking device S

18 made concavo-convex, in order to ACCOM -

modate the spiral or 0011 spring which holds
1t to its work. By this construction I com-
pletely conceal the spring, which is, therefore,
not liable to become injured or get out of po-
sition. The one end of the coil-spring is se-
cured to the escutcheon, and the opposite end
to the key-hole plate, while the screw f serves

‘as a pivot on which the escutcheon wmk% and

at the same time secures the escutcheon to the
body of the lock.

It i1s evident from the above deqcl]ptlon
that if a key with a square shank, fitting the'
slot b, be 1llserted in the key- hole, as SOOI as
the escutcheon is released from the thumb, it
will spring forward and seize the shank of the
key, and prevent the possibility of its being
turned from the opposwe side of the door. Thu |
action of the spring carries forward the es-

| cutcheon and causes 1t to act automatically in
securing the lock against burglar s, and thus

avoids the possibility of negligence in moving
torward the locking device.

T am aware that it is not new to use a slot-
ted escutcheon, and therefore do not claim this

‘broadly; but

What I claim as new and {16.511'6 fo secure

'by Letters Patent, is— -

- The escutcheon a slotted at b, and provided

“with the handle ¢ and stop d, and havmg its

lower portion S concavo-convex, in combina-
tion with the spring 4, key- hole. plate B, and
guide A, all constructed and arranﬂed sub-

stantially as and for the purpose set forth

DANIEL D. ELDRIDGE.

Witnesses:
- . W. JOHNSON,
DE WitT C. GOODRICH.
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