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 To all whom it may concern :

~Be it known that I, J. H. NuTTING, of Had--
ley, in the county of Hampshire and in the
- State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
- new and useful Improvements in Car-Coup-
lings; and do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings making a part of this specifi-
cation, in which—
- Figure 1 is an elevation of the front end of
my improved device. Fig. 2 is a plan view of
the upper side of the same; and Figs. 3 and
4 are vertical central sections of said coupling
upon line # x of Fig. 2, showing, respectively,

~ the pin set for coupling and in engagement

with the link.

parts in each of the figures.. -

- The present invention relates to that class of
self-coupling devices for railroad-cars wherein,
heretofore, the locking-pin has been supported
In the draw-head while the link of the ap-
proaching car enters its mouth upon and by
the upper end or a shoulder of a bar, which is
pivoted at some point in a slot or opening in
sald draw-head, so that when the said link
enters the mouth of the draw-head it moves
- back said bar, whereby said pin is caused to

Letters of like name -and kind refer to like |

~ fall home into its seat, and thus the coupling

of the cars is completed; and the improve-
ment consists in so adapting and applying a
iree and independent supporting-bar in a re-
ceptacle or pocket in the front end of the
draw-head that all danger, expense, and diffi-
culty arising from pivoting said bar is entirely
obviated, as will be hereinafter more fully and
clearly explained; and it further consists in
the special detail of the construction and ar-
rangement of all the parts which make up this
-Gevice, whereby a complete, durable, and per-
fect car-coupler is produced, substantially as
will now be fully described and set forth.
- I'm the drawing, A denotes the draw-head,
which is generally of ordinary form and con-

struction externally, having in its front the

mouths B for the reception of the coupling-
link C. I have esteemed it of advantage to
provide several of these mouths, so as to adapt
the draw-head easily to take, in one or the
other of them, the connecting-link from draw-

|

L

- .- :I':'héadsof different heights. D is the locking-
pin, fitting into its usunal seat or hole T in the

fore part of the draw-head and the lips of the
mouths B. "When the cars are coupled said
pin falls home, as in Fig. 4; but when the
draw-head is made ready for coupling the
lower end of said pin rests upon the hook-
shaped upper end or head f of the independ-
ent bar ¥. Said bar rests or moves and oper-
ates in the pocket or receptacle G, which is
made or cast in any crdinary manner, in the
forward part of the draw-head A, The lower
end f/ of this bar is rounded to fit into its

seat i the lower end of said pocket G, said

rounded end projecting a little rearward and
opposite {rom the hook-shaped head f. Be-
tween sald ends the lines of thebar are straight
and parallel. Said pocket G- has an opening

In the top of sufficient size to allow the admis-

sion of said bar . This opening is provided
with any suitable cover, «. The pocket G is
usually or preferably somewhat triangular in

shape. The rear line or hypotenuse is verti-

cal. The lowest angle or corner near the un-
der side of the draw-head is so rounded out
as to afford a snitable and easy seat for the
end f” of bar F, which end has, as above said,
a corresponding shape te adapt it to said seat.
As thus constructed, the bar F is easily set in
place, and, when so placed, secured from dirt
or rain, or from jostling out by means of the
cover a, which may, if thought proper, be
locked in place when closed. The rounded
lower end f” of said bar is so adapted to andd
fits so readily and easily into its seat 1n said
pocket that the bar will move forward and
backward thereupon as regularly and securely
as if pivoted in position at this point. Under
ordinary circumstances the force of gravity
causes sald bar to incline forward and rest
upon the front and inclined side of the pocket
. In this position, its head f comes directly
under and nearly covers the hole E, in which
the locking-pin is placed in coupling the cars,
as has been above fully explained. When the
cars are coupled, said bar rests safely in ifs
pocket, and is not liable to any injury ifrom
the coupling-link, nor to do any injury to 1it.
By this method and detail of construction 1
obviate all the trouble and difficulty which
may be caused by pivoting the said sappoit-
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