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-~ To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, CHARLES MASON, of |

the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved Device fer Sus-
pending Pictures, &c., of which the following
is a specification:

In the accompanying drawing, Flgure 1 rep-
~ resents a side view of my improved adjustable
device for suspending pictures and similar ob-
jects; and Fig. 2 shows a detail vertical cen-

tral section of the cord-fastening device.

- Similar letters of reference 111dlcete corre-
~ sponding parts.

- The objeet of my invention is te furnish, for
the purpose of hanging pictures and snmhr
articles to the walls, a simple and adjustable

device by which they may be readily and in-

stantly raised or lowered and placed in posi-

tion without the delay and trouble hitherto .

experienced thereby.

| My invention consists of & suspeusion-cord,
‘which is passed through the side staples et

the picture-frame, and then through a hollow

tapering socket to atapering key with central

and side perforations and grooved or ribbed

surface. The ends of the cord are drawn
through the central and side pertorations of

the kev, and formed in a knot below, to be

- easily adjusted by drawing back the kev, be-
- ing then firmly locked in position in the socket.
In the drawing, A represents a cord of silk,
wire, or other sm’rable material used for hang
ing pictures and other articles of wall decora-
“tion.  Cord A is placed in the usual manner
on the hook or nail to which the object is to
be hung, and its ends are then passed. in the
usual manner through the side staples @ of
the picture-frame B. The ends of the cord A
are then drawn through the central tapering

 perforation of a socket, C, made of conical or
- other tapering shape, end of wood or other
The wedge-key D, of cor- |

- suitable material.
responding shape, fits into the lower wider
opening of socket C, and 1s provided with a
-~ central and two side perforations, b, through
which the ends of the cords A ere drawn.
They are then connected by a knot, to prevent
any possibility of their escaping frem the key-

pleee D. Key D may be made with annular

| grooves or ribs, as indicated in Fig. 2, to re-
sist with increasing friction the forwerd mo-
tion in the socket C, so as to wedge firmly the
cord A, passing along both sides of the key
D, between it and the socket. The greater,
therefere the strain caused by the weight of
the pleture on the cord and key the greater
the pressure of the latter on the cord and its
resistance to the strain. The cord may prefer-
ably be passed through the key by entering
at the central perforation and issuing through
the connecting side holes, or it may enter
through the side holes and be drawn out at
the bottom of the central perforation, as de-
sired. |

For adjusting the picture-frame to any de-
sired heignt, 1t is only necessary to disconnect
the key by heldmg the socket in one hand and
producing with the other hand the lengthen-
ing or shortening of the cord until the position
of the picture is obtained. The key closes
then instantly into the socket, and secures
firmly the exact length of the cord. The hang-
ing of pictures and otherobjects is thus greatly
facilitated and quickly attended to, saving
thereby a great deal of unnecessary dela,;y,
caused by the repeated adjustment hitherto
necessary before the final position 1s obtained.
The same device may also be made use of in
ship-tackle for feeding the rope or cable, se-

| curing it instantly in the required position by

~allowing the key to lock the TOpe ends into the
| socket.

Having thus described my invention, I claun.
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—
1. The improved device for suspending pic-
tures and other objects, consisting of cord A,

| tapering socket C, &nd the wedge-key D, be-

ing arranged and apphed substantially 3 111 the
manner and for the purpose set forth.

2. The tapering key-piece D, provided with
or without annular grooves or ribs and cen-
tral and side perforations, for fastening se-
curely the cord in the socket, as set forth.
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