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To all whom it may concern :

~Be it known that I, BENJAMIN F. FREY,
of ‘Fredonia, Ohautallqlla county, New: Yoxk
haveinvented cerfain Improvementsin Clothes
Pounders or Washers, of which the followmn
1S a specification:

My invention relates to that class of lmple

‘ments or apparatus used in washing clothes
by which the atmosphere is utilized as an aux-

Jllary to the operation of poundmﬂ and rub-
bing.

Heretofore it has been customary to provide
the handle of the plunger-head with a passage,
in which is located a valve opening inward
toward the plunger-head, so that by raising
the device the air passes mto the chamber in

the plunger-head through the hollow handle,

and when the device is lowered the air is forced
from said plunger-head among the clothing,
and causing the water to impregnate it. This

coustluctlon of device has been found inef- |

fectual, inasmuch as the water, being expelled
from the plunger among the clothes does not
operate with advantage, as the force is llmufh
cient.

My invention consists of a plungel -head hav-

ing an upper and lower compartment, commu-
nicating with each other through an opening

-1n the pmtltlon which divides S‘Ll(l plunger-

head. The walls in the upper chamber are
provided with an opening and an outwardly-
opening valve for closing and opening sald
opening, whereby, when the device is pushed
down among the clothes, the air is forced from

the lower chmnber into the upper chamber and
out through the valve-openings in its walls,

and when the plunger is raised a vacuum is
created in the plunger-head, thus impelling or
sucking the water upward through the cloth es

into the upper chamber.

In the drawings the figure illastrates a ver-

| .tlcﬂjl central sectmn of the device.

The plunger-head consists of a box or cup
having a handle, d, and a wall, g, and divided
into an upper chamber, a, ﬂfﬂd a lower cham-

| ber, i, by means of a p&ltltlon, e, having an

aperture, f, by which said chambers are made
to communicate with each other. In the wall
g of the upper chamber is formed one or more
apertures covered by a valve or valves, b, at-
tached to spring-arms c.

When the plungel -head is pressed into the
clothes, causing the wall ¢ to rest among the
clothes, the air in the lower chamber 2 will be
forced into the upper chamber @ through the
aperture f and out through the valve-open-
ings; and when the plunger-head is raised a
pdl‘tlétl vacuum will be ereated in the chamber

&, and cause the water to force itself, by such

vacuum, into the said lower chambel and 1n
its passage throtigh the clothes to effeobually |
cleanse the same.

It will be observed that from rm construe-
tion of a clothes-pounder a suection is created
upon the clothes to be washed, thereby forc-
ing the water or suds from the under side of
the clothes upward through the same, and
rendering the device much more reliable than
those heretofore constructed.

I elaim as my invention—

The combination of the plunger-head, con-
structed with the upper and lower chamberb

communicating with each other through the

perforated partition, and having an aperture
or apertures In its wall, with the valve or valves
for opening and closing said aperture or aper- -

tures, substantially as “and for the purpose de-
scribed.

BENJAMIN T. FREY.

Witnesses:
M. H. TAYLOR,

NATHAN . PAYNL
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