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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Loviuk P. BARNES
and Ross C. StoNE, of Nashville, in the
county of Davidson and State of Tennessee,
have invented an Improved Device for Pre.
venting Aeccidents, of which the followin gisa
specification: .

Thisrelates to that class of inventions whose
object it is to prevent the loss of life on the
part of railroad employés. The object of our
invention is to provide means for preventing
brakemen and others who are compelled to
traverse the tops of freight-cars from falling
between the same to the track. Our inven-
tion consists in the attachmentof ahin ged plat-
form to each end of every freight-car, which,
for the purpose of shortening the train and to
cheapen construction, are not provided with
platforms like those of passenger-coaches,
In order, however, to describe our invention
tully, that its novelty and usefulness may be
readily observed, we will proceed with the

‘general description, having reference to the

accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of two
ordinary freight-cars, between which are lo-
cated platforms A and B, attached, respect-
1vely, one to each of the cars, as hereafter de-
seribed. O is an angle:shaped piece, (with
which each end of said platforms is provided,)
pivoted to another angle-piece D, which is se-
cured to the car with suitable bolts, thus form-
ing hinged supporting device for said plat-
form, and so arranged as to hold the same in

aninclined position, like thatshown ;and,being |

permitted toswing upward, but not downward,
at the elevated ends, the same will meet and
moveupward together, should the draw-head E
of the cars yield sufficiently when the cars are

Joined together, thus preventing the said plat-

forms from being broken or injured by the
collision,and then fall again of their own orav-
ity into the position they occupy in FKig. 1;
wherein it may readily be observed th at,
should a person accidentally fall between the
cars, he would be arrested by these platforms
and be thus prevented from receiving further
injury. Fig. 2 represents the hinge from the
side opposite that shown in Fig. 1, thus show-
Ing the mannerin which the same is prevented
from vibrating lower than the joint already
mentioned, this being effected by a brace-like
piece (being a part of C) which rests against
the base of D. Fig. 3 represents the said
hinge from the end, wherein its mode of fast-
ening to both the platforms and the cars is
plainly shown.

We are aware that safety-bridges have been
used between the platforms of cars; therefore,
such we do not ¢laim; but

We claim— | |

The platforms A and B, combined and ap-
plied to the ends of a car, for the purpose of
preventing persons from falling from the cars,

as set forth.
LOVICK P. BARNES.
ROSS C. STONE.

Witnesses:
RoBr. M. FRYER,
W. W. JOHNSON.
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