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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, ALBERT L. JOHNSON,

In the plate F is formed a man-hole, I,
which is closed with a cover, J, so that by

of New Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and raising the said cover J ready ACCESS may be

State of Louisiana, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Railway-Switches, of
- which the following is a specification:

Figure 1 is a top view of my lmproved
switch, Fig.2isa detail vertical cross-section
of the same, taken through line z 2, Fig. 1.

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

My invention has for its object to improve
the construction of the railway -switch de-
scribed in Letters Patent No. 117,198, dated
July 18, 1873, Thomas Newman, inventor, so
as to make it more convenient in use, and
‘more reliable in operation. Theinvention con-
sists in the man-hole formed in the oscillating
plate of arailway-switch, and provided with a
cover, and 1n the two inclined slots formed in
the switch upon the opposite sides of the free
end of the tongue, as hereinafter fully de-
scribed.

A represents the main track. B represents
the branch track. O represents the switeh ;
D, the tongue; I, the dummy, and I the os-

ellla,tmg plate which is connected with the |

tongtie D by a bracket, (z, attached to the said
oscillating plate and the conneetmg -bar H, so
that the tongue D may be moved by the move-
ments of the plate F.

'The construction and operation of all these
parts are fully described in Letters Patent
No 117,198, and about them there 1s nothing
new.

|

had to the pit beneath the plate F. Hereto-
fore when it became necessary to get beneath
the plate F for any purpose, a man-hole had
to be dug in the roadway at the side of the
track, and a trench or tunnel dug thence to
the p1t beneath the plate. All necessity for
this labor and expense is wholly removed by
my invention. In the switch C, along the op-
posite sides of the free end of the tongue D,
are formed two inclined slots, K, Ieadmg dowu
into the pit, which 1is exteuded beneath the
switeh, so that the tongue D, as 1t 1s moved

| by the oscillations of the plete F, will push

the dirt or snow out of the groove of the
switch, thus preventing the possibility of the
sald tongue becoming clogged, and making

the switch self-cleaning.

Having thus deser ibed my invention, I ¢laim
as new and desire to secure by Lettere Pat-
ent—

1. Tbe man-hole I, formed in the oscillating
plate I, of a railway-switch, and provided
with a cover, J, substantially as herein shown
and described.

2. The two inclined slots K formed in the
switch O, upon the opposite sides of the free
end of the tongue D, substantially as herein
shown and described,

ALBERT L. JOHNSON.

Witnesses:

A. S. BECK,
F. KRNEST.
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