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To all whom it may concern:” -

Be 1t known that I, AURELIUS SPERRY, of
Tremont, in the county of Tazewell and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and valuable
Improvement in Pail-Ears; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the construction and oper-
~ ation of the same, reference being had to the
annexed drawings making a part of this speei-
fication, and to the letters and figures of ref-
erence marked thereon.

Figurel of the drawing is a representation

~ of a side view of my pail-ear. Fig. 2is a bot-
tom view, and Kig. 3 is a view of my pail-ear
-as applied. | - - -

This invention has relation to wire staple-
ears for pails or buckets, wherein the eye is
formed.at one of the angles of the staple.

The nature of the invention consists in a
. Staple-ear composed of a single piece of wire,
having an eye formed on one of its angles to
receive the bail-hook in such a manner that
the prongs shall be below the eye-bearing an-
gle of the staple, in the same plane the one
with the other, and the upper prong so far be-
low the point of junction of the walls forming
the eye, that a setting-tool can be conven-
lently applied to the back of the staple for
the purpose of driving home into the stave of
a paill or bucket the two prongs, without flat-

- tening or otherwise impairing the usefulness

of the said eye, all as will be hereinaftermore
fully explained. |

In the annexed drawings, A designates my
improved bucket-ear, made by bending one
end of a straight wire at right angles to its
length, to form the lower prong a, then bend-
ing it over at a suitable distance from the said
prong to form an eye, B, a perfectly straight
- portion, 4, being left between the said eye and
the prong a, which is the back of the staple.
“That portion of the wire forming the inner
wall of the eye is then extended along thein-
ner surface of the back ¢ of the staple a cer-
tain distance downward, when it is bent at
right angles o the said back in the same ver-
tical plane with the prong @, to form the up-
per prong «', as shown in Fig. 1.

It will be seen from the above description,

3 back ¢ and prongs a.af , form an ordinary sta-

reference being had to the drawings, that the |

Pple, the rectangular heel of the prong a’ rest-
ing against the back ¢ thereof, below the eye
B, which is by this consfruction provided with
a neck, and is raised above the prong a/, per-
mitting a setting-tool to be used for the pur-
pose of driving home the said prongs without:
touching the said eye, the said setting-tool
being placed upon the back 7 of the staple.
In all other wire bucket-ears which have
come under my observation, the upper prong
18 situated exactly at the point of june-
tion of the walls of the eye, leaving no other

‘alternative but to place one end of the set-

ting-tool upon the eye, and the other upon the
lower prong of the staple, when it is desired
to drive the prongs simultaneously home, and

‘when they are driven home the eye has al-

ways been battered and flattened, and left in
a state utterly precluding the possibility of
inserting the bail-hook.

In my invention the setting-tool does not
even touch the eye,and hence when the prongs
are driven home into a stave of a pail, it re-
mains 1n a. perfect state for receiving the:
hooked end of a bucket-bail, and no further
trouble is needed to render it effective. They
are then clinched upon the inside of a stave,
C, securing the ear rigidly to the bucket.

I am well aware that a wire bucket-ear hav-
ing its eye above the upper prong of the sta-
ple, the neck being formed by twisting the

wire of which the upper prong is formed:

around the staple back, is not new; hence I

‘make no broad claim to such invention.

What I claim as new
Letters Patent, is—

As a new article of manufacture the wire
bucket-ear, having the heel of the upper prong
a' of the staple, below the neck of the eye B,
and seated upon the shank back 7 of the sta-
ple, the upper prong &’ and the lower prong
¢ being In the same plane as specified, and
for the purpose set forth. |

In testimony.that I claim the above I have
hereunto subsecribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. |

,and desire to secure by
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Witnesses:
WILBUR F. HENRY,
GEO, B, FOSTER,

ANV
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