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To all whom it may concern : -
Be it known that I, TOBIAS WITMER, of

' | - Buftalo, in the county of Erie and State of New

York, h.:we Invented an Improvement in Sis-
- ter- Hooks, of which the following is a specifi-
cotlon

My invention consists in construetmg and
providing sister-hooks, used on my fire-escapes
and trucks and ladders and in the rigging of
vessels, and for othier purposes, with elastic
bands, or rings, or ties, passing around the

shanks of the hooks, so as to keep the two |

- parts of the hooks together to prevent them
from unclasping when the rope or. chain is

- slacked up, but, by the elasticity of the band

- or ring, allow 1t to be unhooked without re-
moving the tie or band.

A is the thimble, to which the rope 1s at-
tached, and proteets the rope from chafing in

~ the ordmary way, and is not claimed as new.
B B’ are the two parts of the hook, clasping

inversely together, forming a stron g and sub-
stantial hook, comm only called a ¢ sister- hook,”
the form of Whmh is not claimed as new. O

~ is an elasti¢ band, which, by its elasticity, will

. admit the hooks to be. separated in hooking

" on the object to be fastened to, but which will-

keep them pressed together, and prevent un-
hookmg when the rope or chain gets slack.,

It will readily be seen that by my improved
elastic tie or band U, as desecribed, the value
of the apparatus is very much enhanced, ren-

dering its use much more convenient and s:ztfe :

than in the ordinary way.

- When the ordinary tie or mousing is used
much inconvenience is experienced in tying
and untying, and without a tie or band the
hooks are unsane being liable to-be unhooked.

I do not claim the hooks formed thus, nor
the tie or mousing, when made of 1nelastle sub-
stance, nor the elastic band or tie when used
w1thout the hooks, these being old; and do
not confine myself to the particular mateual.
of which the band is formed, nor the particu- .
lar shape, a8 it may be- formed of india-rubber,
which I prefer or of elastic wire, or any oth-
er suitable material, and may be made flat, or
in the form of a rmg, if preferred; but |

What I claim as my mventlon, and desire

-to secure oy Letters Patent, is—

The elasti¢c band C, in eombm%tlon WIth the
hooks B B’, for the purposes set forth.

"TOBIAS WITMER. .

Witnesses: |
HeENRY KOONS,
ROBERT DICK. .
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