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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that we, DANIEL F. SMITH and
DANIEL L. SAWYER, both of Haverhill, in
the county of Essex and State of Massachu-
setts, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Paper-Files ; and we do hereby

declare the following to be a full, clear, and
 exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use it, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, which
form part of this specification.

Our invention relates to an 1mprovement

in paper-files; and consists in a peculiar con-
struction of the lip that engages the hook,
in relation to the hook itself, and also a pecu-
liar shape given to the hook, whereby paper
pushed up beneath the lip is, by drawing the
said paper back along the same line, always
- strung upon the said hook as hereinafter set
forth and claimed. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
our invention. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of
same. | ' |

A is a plate of any suitable material and of
any desired design. - A’is a lip formed near
the top of the same to engage a hook, B,
the said hook B being fastened to the plate
A near its lower end, and a small hole «, or
other suitable device, serves to hang the file In
any desired position. The lip A/, as will be
seen, is short, broad, and the portion against
which the point of the hook impinges makes
a broad angle with the end of the sald hook,
80 as to leave ample space beneath for the in-
sertion of the paper-to be filed.
as it projects from its fastenings to the plate
A, is bent into a loop form, so as to throw the
upper portion of the hook well back toward
the plate A, in order that paper, as it is 1n-
- serted beneath the lip A’,may not bearagainst
the hook beneath the point, and thus throw the
point away from the lip A/, so that it will not
pierce the paper, and the swell or ring portion
of the hook at the bottom shields the upper
portion of the hook from such a pressure. The
upper end of the hook is so curved that 1t
bends outward from the plate A, so as to pre-

sent its point abruptly against that portion of |

The hook B,

the lip that makes the greatest angle with the
plate A. | |

The device is designed tooperate by putting
the paper up under thelip A/, and then draw-
ing it back in the same direction ; and as the
point of the hook is the only portion of it ad-
jacent to the lip A’ that is pressed upon by
the paper, and as itimpingessquarely against
the nnder surface of the lip at a broad angle
thereto, the drawing out of the paper will
wedge the latter firmly between the point of
hook and the lip, and cause the hook to pierce
through the paper and string the latter upon
it. The breadth of the lip is so great that the
hook will not bethrown from it while filing pa-
pers, and will only be disengaged when the
hook is intentionally pressed aside to with-
draw papers therefrom in case it is desired to
remove them In a mass, '

One of the important features of our inven-
tion, however, consists in the utility derived
by the short lip and operation of our device,
whereby the point of the hook B always re-
mains beneath the lip A/, and the papers are
filed by slipping them up beneath the lip; the
result being that the papers are necessarily
caught close to edge and can be readily re-
moved at any time, no matter where they may
be in the file, by simply jerking 1t slightly,
whereupon the small portion of paper between
the hook and the edge of the paper will give
way and release the paper.

In order to prevent the paper, when inserted
beneath the lip, from curling back over the
hook, and thereby enabling the hook to take
too great a portion of paper between 1t- and
the edge of the paper, the lip is made of such
a form as to present an acute angle above
the hook at its junction with the plate A.

We are aware of the device patented to E.
K. Godfrey, December 21, 1858, and lay no
claim to the device there shown ; but

What we claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18— -

1. Thepaperor bill file composed of the plate
A and short broad lip A/, forming an acufe
angle with the plate A at the point of june-
ture, formed with a considerably greater angle
thereto at the point of contact with the hook,
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and projecting outward some distance in front
of the latter, in combination with the hook B,
bulged for wmd at the base b, to form a g:udld
thence extending upward close to the pldte
A, and having 1ts point bent outward, and im-
pinging against the lip A’ on its ander side on
that portion which makes the greatest angle
with the plate A, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with the plate A and
hook B, of the lip A/, be,neath which the paper
is fed 1:0 the hook, the said lip made short and
broad, and _]mn(,d to the plate A just above I
the pomt of the hook,and at the juncture form-
ing an acuteangle with the said plate, whereby
the hook is m&de to grasp the paper close to
the edge thereof, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

3. In a paper-file constructed to feed paper
to the hook beneath a lip, A, the combination,
with the plate A and hp A’ of the hook B
formed with an abrupt forwmrd bend at 11:3
base, and a forward-projecting point, whereby
paper fed to the file is prevented from press-

ing against the hook between the point and
the base thereof, substantially as and for the

purpose set for th

In testimony that we claim the tﬂregomg, |

we have hereunto set our hands this 11th day
of June, 1874.

DANIEL F. SMITH.
DANIEL L. SAWYER.

\Vitn_esses . |
WM. TAGGART,
ALBERT KIMBALL.
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