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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, AUSTIN V. M. SPRAGUE,
of the city of Rochester, in the county of Mon-
roe and State of New York, have invented a

certain new and useful Improvement in Can-

Openers; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the construction and operation of the
same. - | '

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in can-openers, in which the blade is
pivoted to a traveling fulerum, so as to oseil-
late or swing thereon for the purpose of cut-
ting the tin or lid of the box. This invention
consists in providing the traveling fulerum
with a longitudinal slot, within which is piv-
oted the knife-blade, the latter being con-
structed with a cavity and a convex edge, in
such a manner that the notch or cavity, when
the tin is being cut, stands nearly horizontal
with the bearing-surface of the fulerum, so as
to grasp firmly on the tin and prevent slip-
pimg, and then cuts with the convex edge, and
the blade, being pivoted in the slot of the ful-
crum, gives a bearing on each side of the
blade, making a smooth cut, and preventing
any tendency of the knife to separate from
the fulerum, as is the case where the blade is
pivoted to the side of the fulerum, as hereto-
fore, and insures a straight forward cut, while
It pivoted on one side, the tendency is to run
sidewise., | i

in the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view. Iig. 21is a side elevation. Tig. 3 is a
modification.

A 18 the fuleram, and B is the knife, piv-
oted at @. The fulcrum rests on top the can,
while the point of the knife is driven through.

The cutting action is then produced by oper- |

-ating the handle C, while the device is moved
progressively forward. The fnlerum is sim-
ply a flat plate of suitable length, having the
bearing -lugs b 0, a stop, ¢, for the lever to
strike on, a slot, d, for the blade to play in,
sald slot extending either all the way through
the front end of the plate, as shown in the
drawings, or only part way through , 1IN which
case 1t 18 mclosed.

The blade B is of peculiar form. It is pro- |

[ slot d.
1t will De noticed that the fulerum lies.flat

vided with a notch or cavity, f, near the bot-
tom of the fulerum, (when the handleis turned
upright, as in Fig. 2,) and outside this it has
a convex or circular edge, ¢, standing up-
ward, while the outer reverse end 7% is made
pointed. | |
This form of the cutting-edge of the blade
1s clearly exhibited in Fig. 2. - _
The blade above described is intended for
use with a flat fulerum, or one that bears at all
parts upon the top of the tin. At the starting -
of each stroke, the thickness of the tin comes
In the cavity f, which, from its form, approx-
Imating in line with the bearing of the ful-
crum, holds upon the thickness and prevents
any back action or sliding of the fulerum from
place. As soon as this hold is obtained, the
convex edge ¢ begins to act and cuts with a
shearing cut from base to point through the

1ts whole length, and therefore the knife will
cuti in contact with it during the whole stroke,
thereby leaving a smooth edge to the tin at
the cut, and preventing roughing up.

To enable this flat fulecrum to be used is the -

object of the peculiar-shaped edge above de-
scribed, for a merely uniformly convex edge
would slide the fulerum or bearing back, and
would not secure the necessary hold at the
initial movement of the cutter. . -

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— |

The combination of the travelinig fulcrum
A, having the longitudinal slot d, with the
blade B, pivoted within the slot of the ful-
crum, and constructed with the cavity f and
convex cutting-edge ¢, the whole constructed
to operate substantially as and for the pur-
pose described. o |

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses. | |

A. V. M. SPRAGUR

Witnesses:
- R, K. O8Goob,
JACOB SPAHN.
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