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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

MYRON H. PIPER, OF WALPOLD ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF AND SAMULL N,
PIPER, OF HYDD I’ARK MASSACHUSDTTS

IMPROVEMENT IN INDICATORS.

a——

Speclﬁmtwn forming part of Letters Patent No. 152,916, dated J uly 14, 1874 apphmtlon filed
February 27, 1874.

To all whom it may concern :

Be i1t known that I, MYRON H PIPI}R of
Walpole, of the county of Norfolk and SMte
of M‘lssmhusettb have invented a new and
usetul Improvement in Indicators; and do
hereby declare the same to be fully desurlbed
in the following specification and represented
I the accompanying drawings

It 1s the custom among the different ex-

press companies, at the 1‘}1(3881113 day, to send

messengers oune or more times daily thwuﬂh-

the business portion of the various cities wher
they are located, for the purpose of collecting
express matter; and they are accustomed to

call only at thobe places (unless an order for

them to call has been left at the office) where
some kind of a call or signal is shown, such
being, In most instances, a card or a ﬂfw hav-
ing npon it the name of the expr eS8, 01 some
mark or character which is known to the ex-
pressman. - These cards and flags are a great
source of annoyance, inasmuch as the,y are
frequently getting mislaid, blown down, and
often, when w 111ted are 1ot to be found.

To obviate the .ELbove mentioned difficulties,
and to provide a 1’*@3(‘13 convenlent, and reli-
able ‘“express-call,” is the oluect of my Invell-
tiomn.

In the drawings, Figures 1 and 2 are ver-
tical sections, ELlld I‘Ig 3 g horizontal section,
of one way in which I arrange my 111?@11131011.
Ifig. 4 1s a vertical section, dlld Ifig. 5 a hori-
?01113(,11 section, showing a different way of con-
structing the &31011*1,1 plate.

In e‘wh of the ﬁﬂures the case is shown at

A, 1t having armngud In 1t two or other suit-
wble number of partitions, ¢ a, with spaces b
b b between them and the sides of the case.
In each space b is arranged or pivoted, as
shown at ¢, one or more flat signals or phtes,

B, each hcwmo upon its f.:we or faces the

1nme or character Indicative of some one eX-
press.

It will be perceived that the various Slonals
are so arranged, or have their pivots at ditter-

| tions, wheleb} the several signals are

ent altitudes, that when any two or more of |

I the swnals are out, or horizontal, neither shall

overlcmp the othe: so as to ol)struct the letters,
words, or char actels thereof from bei ng l*ead
1ly seen.

To the heel of each signal-plate B a line or

rope, ¢, is fastened, and extended through one

.of a series of eyes o guide-holes, £, in a boar d,
¢, arranged In the case A, as shown.

pivot of each signal board or plate is dis-
posed, or the plate is weighted, so that the
plate, when the line is set free mll move from
a horizontal position into a wrtlwl one, or
wholly within the case. From each plate
there projects a stop, I, which is arranged so
as to come in contact w1th the iuner 61[“6 of
the next adjacent partition, and mrebt the

-plate when in either of its extu_,me positions.

I do not claim a signal apparatus as de-
scribed in ¢ Gammble’s Lbsay on Bignals,” pub-
lished A. D. 1797, wherein several signal
boards or arms are ﬂrlmlﬂed o1l O around a
common center, as the mrhmnemeut of the
signal-boards of my prpaJI“‘ttuS 18 very differ-
ent therefrom; and, furthermore, each signal-
board has a Q.t()p so arranged mth and ap-
plied to it as to arrest it when either in a hori-

zontal or in a vertical posﬂ:wn, and, besides,

my signal box or case is provided Wlt;h p.;u'in-
e sepa-
rated from one another, and each ot sald par-
titions 1s made to opcmtu with the stop, to
effect the arresting ot one or more of the sig-
nal-boards in elther of its e:&treme ]_“lOblthIlb
therefore ~

I claim— |

“The combination of the case A, prowded
with the partitions ¢ and periomted board ¢,
arranged as described, with the series of piv-
oted “l"EWIt‘Ltlll 1}1.;1,tes or signal-boards, pro-
vided w1th the stops I and COl'db €, all COll-
structed and operating in the nmuner and for

the purpose specified.
- MYRON H. PIPER

Witnesses:
L. N. MOLLER,
J. R. SNOW.
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