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To all whom ot may concern:

Be 1t known that I, GEORGE W. SWAIN, of

the eity, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved IFolding Chair;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description theleof which
W 111 PH‘IbIB those skilled in the art to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing forming part of this
specitication, in which drawing—

IFigure 1 represents a side view of my chair
when unfolded. Ifig. 2 is a longitudinal ver-
tical section of the same. Fig. 3
the same when folded.

oSimilar letters indicate corresponding parts

This invention relates to that class ot fold-
Img chairs in which the legs are pivoted to-
nether at or near their center-s, such legs De-
ing connected together at their extreme upper
ends by rounds or cross-bars, upon which a
flexible seat is secured, while the back is piv-
oted to the legs, or to the same cross-bar to
which the seat is attached. |

This mvention consists in pivoting the back
of a folding chair upon the legs below the
seat, and having its support upon stops ar-

mﬂed upon that portion of the uprights
which extend above the seat, in such a man-
ner that both leg-frames can be strengthened
by ceross- 1’-*01111(1.5, while the chair can 1)1, freely
folded and unfolded without allowing an op-
1)01"(111111}3 of turning or folding either of 1ts
paits in the wrong (111 ection, and that, when
the chair is mlfoldeﬂ its back-frame is fir mly
braced by the stops 111 the leg-frame at a point
above the level of the seat.

In the drawing, the letters. A A’ designate
the two leg-fr ames which, together mth the
back-frame B, constltute my folding chair.
Each of the two leg-frames COIlSlﬁ:tb of two
uprights a¢ a a’ a’, which are connected by
top rounds b I/, and additional rounds ¢ d ¢ d'.
The top rounds b I serve as supports for the

seat U, and 1n the frame A the uprights ¢ «
extend beyond the top round b, and their
upper ends are connected by the Cl‘OSb rounds
¢. In the frame A’ both cross-rounds ¢/ @ are

—

is a plan of

situated beneath the top round V. The two
leg-frames are connected by pivots e, so that
they can be unfolded to the position shown in
IFigs. 1 and 2, or that they can be folded up
to the position shown in Fig. 3. The back-
frame B 1s connected by pivots f to the up-
rights ¢ ¢ of the leg-frame A, said pivots be-
ing secured in the uprights below the level of
the seat C, or below the seat-supporting round
b and the cross-round ¢, which connects the
upper ends of the uprights a «, extends
through said uprights, and forms stops g,
which retain the back-frame in the required
position when the chair is unfolded.

By this arrangement the back-frame is sup-
ported at pomts above the level of the seat,
whereby its position is materially strength
ened, and it is enabled to sustain the pressure
to which it may be exposed when the chair is
occupied, without the least danger of giving
way.

In folding my chair, the leg-frames are first
folded together, and then the back-frame is
turned down so that 1ts top cross-bar bears
against the bottom ends of the uprights a «;
and in unfolding my chair it is impossible to
make any mlst%ke. By taking hold of the

top cross-bar of the back-frame this frame

swings up, and the leg-frames spread open,
wu:hout requiring any particular management;
and when the chair is folded it oceupies but
little room, so that a number of my chairs can
be piled up in & comparatively small space.

My chair can be used in the form of a stool
by turning the back-frame down to the posi-
tion Shown i Ifig. 4.

What I clalin as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The back B of a folding chair pwoted upoi
the legs A below the seat and having its sup-
port upon the stops g¢, arra,nged upon that por-
tion of the uprights « which extend above the
seat, all combined substantially as deseribed.

GEORGE W. SWAIN,

Witnesses:
W, HAUFF
E. T. KASTFNII[TBEI
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