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_opposite directions at

- stitutes the lever arm .
-~ are provided with the coils b b, said coils con-

. taining the actuating or aplm
- being an integral palt of sald ddmp A, which
coils rest 1n recesses formed 1n the plate C.

- Again the ends of the wire are bent at right
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To all whom it may concern:

‘Be it known that I, WiLLiam R. CLOUGH,
of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and St%te
of New YOI'L have invented Lel‘tqin new and
useful Impr(}vements in Bill-Files, of w]uch
the following is a specification:

This lm"entwn relates to that class of pa-

~per-files constructed with two plates or leaves,

- united and operating together by means of
wire arms.
—one of the plates or leaves with a spring, so
- connected with the arms that unite the up-
- per and lower leaves or plates, and a project-
1ng lever-arm, as to be brought to an equilib-

~ rinm or state of rest by means of said lever-
~arm, thereby leaving said plates to move

My device consists in providing

freely on the pivots of the arms that unite
them; and also, by means of said lever-arm,
the spring may be again brought to a state

~ of action, causing the two plates to move
“each toward the other,
‘them thereby papers or documents inserted

securing between

therein.  The lever-arm 1s operated by means
of a suitable catch to receive and hold its free
cnd .to the plate to which its opposite end is
attached, as will hereinafter be described 111
detail.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

s

is a plfm view representing my invention.

- Tig. 2 1s a side view, showing the lever-armn

locked down in fall line, and raised up 1n
dotted line; and Fig. 3 is a perspective view

of a 1110(11{10“Lt1011 of the invention.

The letter A represents the clamp uniting

~ and operating the two plates or leaves B C.
- This clamp 1s preferably constructed from a

single piece of wire, by doubling the wire at
or about its center, and bending the ends in
right angles to this
doubled portion, which douhled portion con-
The ends of the wire

power, and

angles to the portion possessing the coils, then

. passing around the edgesor sidesof the plate C |
- form the uniting-arms, which arms, being bent
at their extreme ends at right anﬂles? form
._pwots which are inserted in the recesses ¢ in
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| the edge of the base-plate or leaf B of the file,
| thus comblmnn in a single piece of wire thc

spring ,prowotmn lever-arm, and uniting-arms,
the whole forming the clmnp A, as shown
the drawing.

The clamp A may, however, be constructed'
by forming the various parts of separate pieces,
and so connected as to operate substantially
the same as 1f made of one piece. And again,
although 1 prefer to attach the clamp A to
the top plate C. as shown, it may be so at-
tached to the base or companion plate B. It
18 obvious that two or more of the clamps A
may be used. The free end of the lever-arm
a 18 bent downwardly, and notched at the
bend, as shown at e, whicliis for the purpose
of passing under the bar f, arranged trans-
versely on the plate C, and Secmed by sta-
ples thereto, in order to confine the lever-arm
a¢ down, and thus bring the coils b b into a
state of action, constituting thereby a spring-
pressure, which actuates, by ineans of the
hinge or uniting arms, the two plates B C, so
that they press toward each other and hold
firmly between them papers and documents
filed therein. The bar f, being of fiexible mate-
rial, when pressed in a lateral direction away
from the lever-arm «, releases it, when it re-

“turns to i1ts normal position, thus bringing the

spring to a state of rest, and leaving the plates
B C free to move on the pivots of their unit-
ing-arms, which relieves the contents from
pressure for the purpose of ease in adjusting
them. 1t 1s also obvious that the lever-arm «
may be operated by means of any suitable
catch attached to the plate C, as shown in
Kig. o.

I claim as my invention—

1. In combination with the leaves or plates
B C, the clamp A, constructed with the lever-
arm a and coils b b substantially as :amd for
the purpose descrlbed |

2. The transverse bar f, attached to the plate
C, for locking the lever-arm « of the clamp in

| 1)0311:1011 subatantmlly as described.

In testimony that I claim the f01600111n |

‘have hereanto set my hand.

WM. R. CLOUGH.

Witnesses:
GEO. W, (JUSHIN& Jl,
ALBERT H. N ORR:[c:
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