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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. SLAYMA.

- KER, of Louisville, in the county of Jefferson
- and State of Kentucky, haveinvented anewand
useful Seat for Opera Houses and other public

buildings; and I do hereby declare that the

'following is a full and exact description of the

same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings and to the letters of reference

'_marked thereon.

~This invention has for its object the produc-

~ tion of a seat for public buildings which shall
- be adapted, when not in use, to shut automat-

ically into a compact form, occupying less space
than the seat now in use, and yet be simple

- andinexpensiveinits construction and pleasm o
-~ 1n appearance; and consists, mainly, in adapt-
1ng the back of the seat, by means of a hinge-

Jomt uniting its lower edge to the rear edge

“of the Seat portion, and pivoted arms unifing
 1ts upper portion to the side frames, to swing

downward and inward, when free to move,
and turn the seat portlon upon 1ts pivot into

~a vertical position, and rest, when closed, in

~ a line parallel with that of the upturned seat,

- the two being foldud together like the leaves
~ of a book. *

In the drawings, Ifigure 1 represents a per-
. Fig. 2, a
side elevation of the seat detached, in an open

~ position; Fig. 3, a similar view of the same

closed, and Fig. 4 a partial front elevation.

To enable others skilled in the arf to make
~ and use my invention, 1 will now proceed to

1ully deseribe its construction and mauner of
~ operation.

A A represent the side frames, constructed
of any proper material and size, but prefera-
bly made as narrow as posmble for the pur-
Their lower

edges are properly united to the floor by suit-

 able fastenings, and their upper edges are
~adapted, by their conformation, to furnish
- proper supports for the arms of the sitter.

B represents the seat portion proper, con-
structed of suitable material and size, and

.~ properly pivoted, in rear of ifs center, to side

frames in the usual well-known manner. b
represents a suitable stop, by means of which

i

| the seat is held in place when in use.

C rep-
resents the back portion, constructed of prop-
er material and eorrespondmg in its length,
between the side frames, with the seat POr-
tion, as shown. It may also correspond in
helght with the breadth of the seat portion,
so that, when the seat is closed, the upper
edges of the two parts will coincide, like the
covers ot a book. The lower edge of this por-
tion is united to the rear edge of the seat by
means of a hinge-joint, as shown, and the up-
per partis secured to the side frames by means

of the pivoted arms ¢ ¢, as shown. The pivot-

arms ¢ ¢ are made to correspond in length

with the distance between the pivot of the

seat and the hinge-joint connecting its rear
edge to the lower edge of the back, so that
the pivot-joints of the seat and pwoted arm
upon the side frames are in a line which is
parallel to a line extending through the hinge-

| joint and the pivot-joints of the arms upon -

the back of the seat. These lines, however,
are not vertical, but are inclined upwa;rd to |
the rear sufﬁclently far to furnish the proper
angle to make the seat comfortable.

From this description, it will be understood
that, when the seat is free to move, it must
swing in parallel lines, as the parts by which
it 1s united to the side frames above and be-
low are of equal length z‘md pass through

equal ares.

By means of this wnstmutmn it will Dbe
observed that the seat is automatlcally closed
when the occupant leaves it, and the back
swings inward and rests in a line parallel with
the upturned seat, the two being folded to-
gether, between the side frames, mto a com-
pact form, the space occupied bemn only that
of the combmed thickness of the back and
seat.

The seat, in 1ts construction, is simple and
inexpensive, and pleasing in appearance, the
moving parts being hidden between the 81de

| frames when it is 1ot in use.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. In Lombmatmn with the seat portion B,
pivoted between the side frames A A, and
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adapted to be turned up into a vertical posi-
tion, the independent back portion, adapted,
by means substantially as described, to swing
into a position parallel with the upturned seat,
near the center of the frame, as described.

2. The combination of the side frames, p1v-
oted seat portion, and moving back, the back
and seat portion being united by a hinge-joint

and the back and side frames by pivoted arms,

L5

arranged substantially as described, for the
purpose set-forth. .

This specification signed and witnessed this
19th day of March, 1374, |

W. A. SLAYMAKER.

Witnesses:
BENNETT H. YOUNG,
CHAS. GODSHAW.
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