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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

'HENRY B. HARDY, OF LIBERTY, MISSISSIPPT.

IMPROVEMENT IN COTTON-PRESSES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 15 1,696, dated June 9, 1874 ; eppheetwn ﬁled
November 1, 1873.

To all whom it may concern : !

Be 1t known that I, HENRY B. HARDY, of
Liberty, in the county of Amite and State of
Mississippl, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Cotton-Presses; and
1 do hereby declare the follgwing to be A full,
clear, and exact description the1 cof, refer enee
bemﬂ had to the accompanying dmwmﬂs and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of a cotton-
press, as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make
and use the same, I will now proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation, . refer-
ring to the annexed drawing, in which—

I‘lgure 1 1s a front elevation, and Tig. 2 a
side view, of my improved cotton- -press.

A A represent the sills or bed- timbers, suit-
ably connected by cross-bars, and upon which
are erected four corner posts, B B, connected
at their upper ends by cross- bars C O and a
center beam, D. In or between the corner
posts B B 1s framed the bale- box, E repre-
- senting the upper stationary part of the same.

The lower part of the bale-box is composed of
a front and back door, G, each having a side
or end piece, H, hmﬂed to it. The doors G
(> are hinged fo corner posts B, as shown,
and when all the doors are closed clamps « a
connect the front and back doors G G across
the ends, 50 as to remove all the pressure of
the cotteu from the hinges. b b are bars
across the sills A A, formmn the bottom of
the bale-box. [ represents the follower at-
tached to a beam, J, which projects beyond
the ends of the flame Near each end of the
beam J is pivoted a metal bar or pendulum,
d, which passes down between two St‘LtIODELIy |
mek bars, K K, fastened in the top center
beam D and the cross-bars of the bed-frame,
and passing through slots in the follower-
beam J. The lower end of each pendulum d
1s pivoted in a slot in a lever, L, through
which the rack-bars K K also pass Tn a full-

sized meehme these levers will be made at |

their inner ends of me’ml, atid form sockets fort
the insertion of wooden levers. In the slot
on each lever L are pivoted two pawls, f f,
which are connected by a spring, Ch’hll];. and
hook ¢, or other suitable device, to be readily
engaﬂed and disengaged, and when engaged
shall cause the paw ls to WOlL in the rack-bars
K K. In the sides or end pieces of the bale-
box K are narrow doors ., to be openedin press-
ing for the passage of the follower-beam J.

Tor packing, the doors - G are opened, and
the hoops or emdm placed across the box
between the bottom slats b b, and the baling
stutt spread on top of the s“nne The doors G

are then closed, when the press is ready to re-
ceive the cotton. When the box is filled to
the top the top cover of the baling is spread
over 1t, after which the follower is lowered
down to the top of the box, and the doors A I
opened. The dogs f f on each lever L are
then connected, and then Dby working the le-
vers up and down the follower D will be
drawn down. As soon as the bale is pressed
as small as desired the clamps « @ are knocked
off and the doors G opened, after which the
baling i1s sewed up and the. hoops tied. The
dogs fj are then disengaged, and the levers
hoeked up by means of chains 4 4. The fol-
lower 1s then drawn up by means of the wind-
lass O, the bale rolled out, and the press is
ready fer another bale. .

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

The eemblmtlon of the bale-box L, having
doors % L in its ends, the follower I J peudu—
lums d d, rack- bars K K, levers I, L, and
pawls 1 7, Wlth eelmeetlens ¢ ¢, all constr ueted
substantially as and for the pul poses herein
set forth.,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this Gth, day of

October, 1873.

' HENRY B. HARDY.

Witnesses :
W. Ii, MORSALIS,
T. H. MORSALIS.
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