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To rrﬂ whom it may concern:

3e 1t known that I, STEPAEN 1. BUTLER,
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and Stﬂte
of Illmma have invented certain Improve-
ments in I° astenings for Bedsteads, of which
the following 1s a specification:

My invention consists in a bed - fastening
composed of a metallic piece, of dovetail foun,
secured to the rail of the hedqtead acting in
connection with an ineclined dovemil OTOOVE
cut in the post, as hercinafter more fully de-
sceribed.

FFigure 1 1s a front view of one of the posts,
a portion being shown in section, for the pur-
pose of more clearly showing the peculiar
form of the sockef. Iig. 2 is a transverse or
horizontal section of tlm post and rail, show-
g the parts united; and Fig, 3 1s a perqpec—
tlve view of the nw‘mlhc portion of the fasten-
1inge, shown detachied.

Many forms and styles of fastenings for bed-
steads have been devised, some with, and oth-
ers without, a metal socket set into the post;
but all are more or less defective, and many
of them are rendered expensive, "Decause of
the labor and number of operations and ma-
chines or tools required to apply them.

The object of my present invention is to
prm-*ide a fastening that shall De secure and
strong, and Wluc,h at the same time, can be
‘Lpphed with a less number of Opemtmns, and,
consequently, with less expense than usual
To do this 1 proceed as follows:

IFirst, I make a metal lockillg-plate or de-
vice, of the form represented in I'ig. 3. The
head C of this device I make of dovetail
form 1n eross-section, as shown in Ifig. 2, its
mner side e being considerably narrower at
bottom than at top, as shown in Fig. 3, thus
giving to it a wedge form, vertically, on 16s
inner face. The sides o aro much wuler at
bottom than at the top, thus making the head
or part C inclined on its outer face—this
outer face, however, being of uniform width
from top to bottom, Instead of being wedge-
shaped, as 1ts corresponding or inner face ¢ is.
This 1001111’1{‘1 head € 1s cast solid, with a cir-
cular flange, 0, by which it is secured to the

rail B in the usual manner, as shown in sec-
tion in Fig. 2, where it is shown set in a corre-
spondingly -shaped groove cut in the side of

| the rail, and held by a pieee of wood fastened

over 1t. Instead of the circular flange, any
other form may be used, if desired. I theu
cut i the face of the post A a socket or groove,
I, corresponding in form to the head C, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, This groove I is cut
into the post so that 1ts ou’rel face is in the
vertical pl.:me of the post, while its back or in-
ner face i1s inelined, the slot growing erad-
ually decper from t0p to bottom Qs shown 111
the right hand or sectional p.:ut of If1g.

While the back of this groove 1, like the 011t(,r
tace of the head C, is of uniform width from
top to bottom, its onter tace, as shown in the
front of Ifig. l 1s wider at top than Dbottom,
(.)01'1"041}011(11110 to the inner face ¢ of the headd (,ﬂ

It will be observed that this eroove or socket
I is cut from the surface at its upper end in a
straight line, gradually deepening to its lower
end, and tlmt on all i1ts sides it presents an
ecven or unbroken outline or surface. This
peculiar form of groove I cut by means of a re-
volving tool, while the postis held and moved
ON & 1)(3{1 of peculmr construction. These de-
vices, however, need not be further described
herein, as they will form the subject of a sepa-
rate application.

The parts being thus constructed, the rail
18 secured to the post by merely msel ting the
lower end of the head C in the upper end of
the groove I, and shoving it down until the
end of the 1111 Bis drawn twht up against the
face of the post A, as shown in If1g. 9.

By making the head C dovet ailed in CrO8S-
section, its sules O will have a bearing over
their entire sur face, and, as they pass diag-
onally across the g,_mn of the wood, 1t fmm.s
a very sectre fastening, much less. likely to
split out than those which have a flanged or
T lhead. This liability to split is also lessened
by the fact of the groove I having straight or
unbroken edges, as wherever there is a brealk
1n the edges or Sldes of the cut 1 the wood, a
¢rack or 5p11t 18 liKely to start at that pomt
This groove, being formed complete at a single
cut or operation, renders the fastening ex-
ceedingly cheap to construet; s and, 1ts 1)0@1111;1{*
form rendering it very strong, it is espeei ially
well adapted to that class of bedsteads: m
which a small post is used, and in which there
18 not room to cutf a large ﬂmove




TL—,Wmﬁ thus deser ibed my invention, what
I claim 18—

1. The locking - head C consisting of an
~ elongated metallic block, dovet%iled 1N Cross-
section, wider at the top than at the bottom
on its 1nner face e, with its outer face inclined
vertically with 161‘01 ence to the end of the rail,
substantially as described.
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2. In combination with the locking-head
the post A, provided with the slot or recess I,

having unbroken edﬂes, substantially as set
for ‘rh

STEPHEN D. BUTLER.
Witnesses: -

J. MCKENNEY,
W. C. DODGE.
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