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To all whom it may concern:

- Beitknown that we, JAMEST. JEFFERS and
EBEN T. BRACKETT, of Liynn, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Apparatus for Dry-
ing the Boles and Heels of Shoes, of whmh the

| followmg 1s a specification:
The object of our invention is an &ppmatus

for drying the soles and heels of shoes pre-
paratory to buffing, in which the heat is de-
rived from steam, steam-pipes being so in-
closed and arranged that the heat therefrom
will be diffused and regulated by causing a
circulation of air.,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our appa- |

ratus, a part being broken away to show the
interior arra,ngemeut; and Fig. 2, a vertical

section parallel to the plane of the ends.

There are serious objections to drying the
soles of shoes 1n any apparatus in which the

heéat of a flame is used directly, there being

oreat danger of crisping the soles in spots,
while other parts are not sufficiently dried;
and, also, the soles, not being ev enlydned, are
tnot SO 111(‘,61}7 butted. In order to overcome

these objections we cause steam to pass|
through the coil of pipe A, placed horizontally

in the rectangular case B, as shown. Spread
over the top of the case B 1s the wire netting
C, or other equivalent support for the shoes,
which are simply set thereon. Extending hori-
zontally through the case B, and under the
coil of pipe A, 1s the partition D. This par-
fition has openings « « at suitable intervals
throughout its whole extent. Another sheet of

~metal, E, is placed in juxtaposition to, and,

as shown in the drawing, directly under the
partition D. This also has openings b b, cor-
responding to the openings in partition D,
and slides endwise, being operated by the
wire or handle e, for the purpose of chang-

I ] ing the relation of the openings in ki to those

| mse B, thus

al

in D in order to regulate the size of the con-
tmued openings flOIIl the lower to the upper
part of the case B-—that is, the slide I per-
forms the office of a damper.

- We conceive it to be of advantage, also, -
in some cases, to have a similar contrivance
for the . bottom of the case B in the fixed
bottom IF, with the openings d d, and the shide
G, hfwmn the openings C C, and operated by
’rhe handle Jf, as shown, 1n or der to provide an
a1r-chan1be1; H, and 1eﬁ ulate the tempel ature

1 thereof.

Tt will be readily seen that, steam being ad-
mitted to the pipe A, by r1;11()*«"“(111-9 the air to
pass through the opemngs in the bottom F
and pm:tltlon D, a circulation of air will be
kept up about the steam-pipe and about the
shoes placed on the netting €, and that the
heels and soles thereof will be evenly dried;
and, moreover, by adjusting the slides G and
B, 1]1016 or ILSS air will pass up through the
regulating the heat about said
soles and heels.

We claim as our invention—

1. The combination of the case B, provided
with a perforated bottom, IY, pipe A wire net-
ting O, partition D, IIEW'HIG 'the opemnns a a,
and slide I, hwmn the openings b b, all ar-
ranged and constluoted substantm]ly as ‘md_
for the purpose set forth. |

2. The combination of the case B, coil A,
partition D, and shide E, coustlucted and ar-
ranged. as described.

JAMES T. JEFFERS. .
EBEN T. BRACKETT.

Witnesses:
EDWARD DUMMER,
JOSEPH BRACKETT.
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