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To all whom zt may COncern:

Beitknown thatl, SHEPEERD H. VVHEELDR
of Niles, Berrien county and State of Michigan,
have mvented a new and useful Improvement
in Farm-Gates, described as follows:

The nature of_ this invention relates to the
~construction of farm-gates of the class that
slide endwise aboub holf of their length in
opening and then swing to a position -113 right
angles to the gateway, the object being to pro-
vide for supporting the entire weight of the
gate on rollers by means of a pormble tram-

way.
The accompany mg drawing forms a part of
this specification, in w]ueh——-

I'igure 1 shows a side view of the gate when

shut, IF1g. 2 1s a View of the same, showing
the gate pmt open.

- Letters of reference are marked on the draw-

ing, of which A represents the gate. This may

be made without braces, and of ordinary con-

struction generally of gates of this class, and |

needs no further description here. B 3 rep-

The rear post, I3, 1s pro-

der near the upper end, as seen at a. = D repre-
sents a bar, one end of thh restson the shoul-
der «, to which it is loosely pivoted. The other
end is supported at about the middle of the
gateway by the short post d. This post rests
on the ground or other suitable foundation,
and Stauds between the guide-bar B and the
lower rail of the gate for the purpose of steady-
ing the gate. I represents a similar bar at-
tached to the middle and rear end of the up-
per part of the gate. This bar is set parallel
to the bar D, and slides in the notch formed
by the shonldor a, and is confined in said shoul-

der by means of 2 pin or staple so applied as |
to allow the gate to swing to a position at right |

angles to the gateway. This bar prevents the
rear end of the gate from being raised, and

conﬁnes the top of the gate to the post B. G
represents one or more friction-rollers pivoted
to the gate at about midway of the length, so
that the gate will balance on the ro]ller or
rollers, and at such height as that when the
roller or rollers rest on the bar D the gate will
be held sufficiently high from the ground. The
end of the bar D that is supported by the short
post d 1s some lower than the end that is sup-
ported on the shoulder of the post B. This
causes the gate to run shut of its own gravity
when opened less than half of its length. |
Now, it will be seen that the bar D rests on

the mner corner of the shoulder a when the

gate 1s shut; but when the gate is shoved
open, SO that the roller or rollers G- pass over
the shoulder @, the heft of the gate will cause

I the bar D to lle parallel with the shoulder,

which will raise the post d off the ground, :;md
the tramway or bar D will swing with the gate
to a position at right angles to the gateway.
- Crepresents the front post. Thisis mortised
to receive one of the projecting ends of the
gate-rail f to form a lateh. H represents a |
foundation for the posts which I may employ,
but is not strictly necessary, as the posts B C

can be set in the ground in the usual manner.’

Having thus fully described my inv entlon,
what I clfmn 18—

1. In a sliding gate, the portable tramway
or bar D), loosely pivoted at one end to the
post B, and supported at the other end by
means of the short post d, as and for the pur-
poses set forth., |
2. In combination with the gate A and its
posts B and C, and guide-bars E and F, and
friction-roller Gr the bar D and post d, as and
for the purposes hereinbefore set forth

SHEPHERD H. WHEELER
Witnesses :

WILrLiAM B. GRAY
MILTON A LASOELLEG
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