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To all whom it may concern

Be 1t known that I, Major EDWIN ROBERT
WETHERED, of W’oolwwh in the county of
Kent, En ﬂl%nd , DAy m'tster royal artillery,
]1:51\?’1., mventcd an 1111111‘01"6(1 Hammock or
Lounge, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

Theobjectof thisinventionisthe construction
of an improved hammock or lounge, in which
the weightof thebodyismainly su])ported from
the central portion of the hammock. The im-
proved hammock occupies but little space when
not in use, and the persons using it are ena-
bled to rest in a recumbent or semi-rectumbent
position; such hammocks being also easily con-
vertible mto, or made to serve as, an easy-chair
Or a screen, or into a stretcher.

In the accompanymn drawing, Iligure 1 is a
perspective view of my improved hammock set
up for use, "and showing the arrangement I
prefer for domestic use.

The hammock is constructed of a piece of
carpet or other fabric, @ «', of the required
length and width, and 'has wide hems at the
sides of the part N Wooden stiffening-bars
b are inserted in the side hems, and the part
¢ of the hammock i1s screwed or nailed to the
stiffening-bars ¢ ¢. The bars b b and -¢ ¢ pro-
trude and overlap in the middle. The bars
have eyes at their inner ends, and cords d,
passing through these eyes, connect the bars

together. By this means the sides of the ham-
mock not being rigid from end to end, the part
«, for supportmﬂ the head, shoulders, a,nd back
ot the person using it, cau be raised so as to
meet at an angle the part «/, which supports
the remainder of the body. ¢ is a bar for stift-
ening the head of the hammock, and has a
socket at each end, for fitting onto -the ends
of the barse¢. f1is an iron St1ﬁﬂner to keep
the side bars b at a sufficient (hstmme apart.
The stiffener / has rings at the end, and the
bars b are passed throunh these rmos The
hems 1n the fabric « may be cut to permlt the
ends-of the stiffener to pass through. ¢ ¢ are
suspending-slings having loops at 1ts ends,
connected, respectively, to the rings of the 1 11'011
stiffener f and of the bars b, s0 as to support
the hammock. These slings are furnished with
friction - rings &, which are passed over the
hooks ¢ on the upper ends of the side supports
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These supports are connected together by
the bar or rail 3/, bolted thereto. "The rings /&
of the slings may be made of brass tubing,
threaded onto the cords, and then bent into a-
ring form, but with. the ends unconnected to
allow the rope to run easily through them
when it is desired to change the inclination of
the foot portion of the hammock., Figs. 3 and
4 show one of these rings on a larger Scale.
[ are cords connecting the head of the ham-
mock with the upper ends of the side supports
73, and which are made fast around the bars
¢, and also to frictional runners m m, one of
which 111111161"8 1s shown separately and of full
size at Ifigs. 3, 6, and 7. Hach cord [ passes
from the bar ¢ thr_m oh the eyes of the runner
round the top of the, upright j, and thence its
end returns to the runner. When there 1s no
strain upon the cord the runner can be easily
moved along it; and the head can be raised to
any Slllt‘hble 111@111]@’[1011

To convert the hammock into a stretcher or
invalid-chair, it 1s detached from the supports
7 4, and bars or rods are passed through rings
or straps on the shings ¢ ¢ and on the bars cec.

To convert the hammock into a chair, the
head end is raised, and shorter bars are sub-
stituted for the bars b; or the bars b may be
formed in two parts, connected the one to the
other with soclkets, so that a part of the bar
may be detached; or if the hammock-bars b
are not jointed, fhen their ends may be allowed
to project at the rear of the chair. If desired,
the seat may be stiffened by fixing a bar with
sockets at its ends, similar to the bar e, onto
the rear ends of the bars . Rails ¢ ¢ may be
placed to slide on the slings ¢, as shown i
Fig. 1, and upon which a book- rest, made of

‘a textile fabric or ofher like mmternl may be

hooked, when required. “he rails ¢ q may for
this 1)111 pose be set in an inclined position.
Fig. 2 1s a perspective view of the hammock
adapted to a folding frame, so that the whole
may be folded up tonuther very quickly, suit-
able for camp purposes. 'The folding frame is
constructed of two wooden uprights, jj, piv-
oted orjointed at ¢ to the hammock-bars . The
uprights ;7 have also jomted to them the metal
rods or legs #. 1l are the cords, with frictional

runners m m connecting the head part of the
hammock to the uprights jj.

1 are cords,
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used instead of the slings ¢ g, (shown in Fig.1;)
s s, metal or wood cross pieces or braces for
steadying and keeping apart the uprights j j;
e 10, cords connecting the lower ends of the
uprights §j with the rods or legs « . Instead
of theuprights jjbeing jointed to the hammock-
bars b b, they may pass through holes made 1n
the hammock fabric, the bars b b in this case
passing outside the uprights j j, and resting
on the tops of the metal rods or legs w «. The

ammock may also be suspended trom a hori-
zontal bar supported at each end, and by two
side supports, the said side supports being con-
nected together at their upper ends by a metal
joint.

The hammock shown in Fig. 1 may be easily
converted into a screen by folding together the
parts @ @/ of the hammock into a vertical po-
sition, the slings ¢ ¢ allowing the foot part ot
the hammock to be raised. The head part of
the hammock is then raised by drawing the
cords I I through the runners m m.

For ships’ use, the uprights may be dispensed
with; and, in such case, I prefer that the slings
g ¢ should he connected by two rings, which
may be hung upon a hook in the beam ot the
ship, or be otherwise suspended.

The hammock may also be suspended irom
a gaff hung upon a tent-pole, or against any
upright which may be conveniently situated.

| A hood or tent-covering may be provided

to extend from the back of the hammock, and
over the top of the side supports, as & protec-
tion from the weather, when required.

What 1 claim 1s—

1. The described improvement in haminocks
or lounges, consisting, in combination there-
with, of suspensories, which are secured to or
near its central part, and provided with sup-
ports, substantially as shown and described.

2. The combination, in hammocks or hang-
ing lounges, of the side bars b ¢, which are ar-
ranged to overlap or joint near the middle, as
deseribed, to allow of varying the angle be-
tween the head and foot, substantially as and
for the purpose shown and described.

3. The combination, with the cords ¢ of the
frictionalrings 2, made as shown and deseribed,
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof 1, the said KDWIN

RoBERT WETHERED, have hereto set my hand

and affixed my seal this 10th day of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and seventy-three.

E. R. WETHERED. [L. 8]
Witnesses:
V. A. GILBEE,
(. . REDFERN.
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