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To all whom 1t may concern

Be it known that I, FRANCIS C. MAUSER, of
Ilion, in the county of Herkimer and State of
New York, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Fire-Arms, of which the following 1s
a specification:

My invention relates to fire-arms; and the mn-
vention consists in an adjustable stop or hold-
fast for the ramrod, all as hereinafter more fully
deseribed.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of that portion
of a gun containing my improvements, with a
portion broken away to show the improve-
ments. Fig. 2is a transverse horizontal sec-
tion on the line z z of Fig. 1, looking from
above downward., Tig. 3 is a transverse ver-
tical section on the line y y of Tig. 1, and FKig.
4 is a perspective view of the spring detached.

The drawings represent a gun made on what
is known as the Remington system; but it Is
obvious that my improvements may be applied
to other systems also. |

It is nsual in making guns to bore a hole In
a lug or portion of the metal forming the front
end of the receiver or frame, directly under the
barrel, for the end of the ramrod to screw into,
the hole in such cases necessarily occupying
a fixed position, and requiring great care and
accuracy in arranging the parts in order to
bring them in such relation as to insure the
rod entering this hole when the latter is in-
serted in the stock.

To obviate this, and provide a stop or device
that will automatically adjust itselt to the po-
sition of the rod, I eut the recess in the receiver
entirely out at the front end under the barrel,
leaving the two side walls projecting vertically
downward, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3,the lower
edge of this opening being subsequently closed
by the insertion of the guard-strap D, in the
usual manner. In the inner faces of these
side walls, near their front end, a semicircular
oroove, ¢, is cut, as shown In Figs. 2-and 3, to

| receive the stop C. This stop I make of a

piece of metal, which has its ends made of a
circular form to fit in the grooves ¢, as shown
in Figs. 2 and 3, it being made of a width ver-
tically somewhat less than the depth of the re-
cess in the receiver, so as to permit it to move
vertically therein, it being also made a little
shorter than is necessary to fill the grooves to
permit this vertical motion. This stop G has
projecting from its rear side a lug, b, and 1t
has bored in from the front a hole, which ex-
tends into this lug, the mouth of this hole be-
ing made conical, and considerably enlarged,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. After the stop and
receiver are thus formed, the former is placed
in position by inserting it endwise iuto the re- -
cessinthelatter, and when opposite the grooves
e turning ituntil its ends engage inthe grooves, -
after which the guard-strap Dis inserted, which
prevents the stop C from being turned so as to
become disengaged or drop out, there being
left, as shown in Fig. 3, sutficient space to per-
mit the stop to be moved vertically in 1ts seat
a short distance. f

When thus arranged, it will be seen that as
the rod R is inserted its end will enter the en-
larged conical mouth of the hole in the stop,
and thereby adjust the stop so as to bring its
hole in line with the end of the rod, which can
then be screwed therein, thus producing an
automatic adjustment of the stop to the posi-
tion of the rod. -

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 18— |

An adjustable stop for securing the ramrod
in place, arranged to operate substantially as
described, whereby it will adjust itself to the
position of the rod when the latter is inserted,

as set forth.
FRANCIS C. MAUSER.
Witnesses:

W. 8. SMO0O0T,
"H. H. BENEDICT.
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