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To all whom it may concern

Beit known that I, THOMAS L. LAWw, of New
York, in the county ‘and State of New York,
have 111?@111:6(1 a Self-Fastening Clew- Holder
of which the following is a spe(nﬁe&twn

My invention relates to certain 1mprove-
ments whereby the clew of the sail is auto-
matically held in place on the boom when ex-
tended thereto in spreading the sail, and where-
by, also, it may be adjusted to fhe desired
positions without its being necessary for a man
to go outonthe boom for the purpose of manipu-
lating 1t. The invention consists in the com-
bination of a ring attached to the clew of the
sall with a ratchet or notched bar attached to
the boom, as hereinafter particularly described.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a side elevation, shomnﬁ' my mventlon applied
to a fore-and- ‘Lft sail. I‘ws 2 and 3 are en-
larged views of the mtchet or notched bar.

The sail A has attached to its foot or clew-a
ring, B, by means of a bolt, b, passing through
its ends 1n the usual manner. Instead of fit-
ting tightly around the boom, so as to be sta-
tlonmy thereon, the ring B is lmﬂe enough to
enable 1t to shdu fleely On any palt of the
boom. In the under side of the boom, near
the outer end, is a groove or mortise, in Whlch

is fitted a metallic plme or bar, C, xxlnch has |-

ratchet or hook-shaped teeth, c, formed on its
under surtace. The ring B works on the boom
so as to engage with the teeth ¢.¢ 'When the

sail is to be handled, a tackle is attached to the |

| end of the boom, and the end of the rope is

passed inboard, so that the device can be op--

erated from the deck.

- When 1t becomes necessary to streteh the
sall, 1t 1s hauled out until the ring is at a point

‘opposite the notch or tooth with which it is

desired forit to engage, when the rope 1s slack-
encd so as to allow the ring to slip into the de-
sired notch. When the sail is stretched too
taut, and it 1s desired to slacken 1t, the tackle
18 attached to the clew, and 1t is hauled out
until the ring hangs in about a vertical posi-
tion, when the rope is gradually slackened
until the ring 1s opposite the desired notch or
tooth, when 1t 1s allowed to engage therewith.

By means of this invention the sall may be
clewed outor slackened from the deck by means
of tackle, and may be moved a slight distance
at a time in either direction. The apparatus

may be operated without any necessity for a

man to go out upon the boom, and without re-

-gard to the direction of the wind or the vessel’s

course.
What I claim as new, and cdesire to secHre

by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of the ring B and ratchet
or notched bar C, substantially as and for the
purpose shown and described.

THOS. L. LAW.

Witnesses:
MICHAEL RYAN,
FRED. HAYNES.
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