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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoaN GERKEN, of the
city, county, and State of New York, heve in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Fire-
Escapes, of which the following is a speclﬁce
tion: |

The figure 15 a det all view ef’ my unproved
device.

Similar letters of reference 1m110:tte corre-
sponding parts.

My invention has for its ob]eet to furnish
an improved device for lowering persons and
things from the upper parts of bulldm o3 when
it may be necessary on account of fire or other
cause. The invention consists in the block
having three holes formed 1n it, the rope-loop,

- the eyelet, and the hook, constructed and ar-

ranged to operate in connection with the rope
passed through the said holes, as heremefter
fully descr ibed.

A 1s a ewrcular block of wood, 1n ’me face of
which 1s formed a groove to receive a rope-loop
or eye, B, which is made larger than the block
A, so as to also pass around a metallic eyelet,
C. The loop B is drawn together between the
block A and eyelet C by tying a small cord
around it, as shown 1n the figure, so as to con-
fine 1t beeurely to said bleek and eyelet. D is
a hook, through the eye of which the eyelet C
passes, and which is designed to receive the
strap, cord, or chain by which the person or
thing to be lowered 1s connected to the device.
In the block A are formed three holes, «/,

through which a rope, E, is passed, as shown |

‘inthefigure. The edges of theholes &, througli

whieh the rope H passes, are beveled off upon
the sides, against which the said rope- bears
to prevent said edges from cutting the rope.
In using the device, one end of the rope I
1s secured in the room from which the person
or thing is to be lowered. The device A B C
D 1s then passed out of the window, and the
person or thing to be lowered is connected
with the hook . The person being lowered, |
or some one upon the ground, either directly
beneath the window or across the street, or in
a lower window of another building, grasps
the rope I, and, by holding it tightly, allows
the block A to slide down the said rope, low-
ering the person or thing slowly and safely, a
slight tightening of the rope L& being sufiicient,

‘ab any time, to stop the block A in 1ts descent.

- When one load has been lowered, the block
A may be drawn up and the rope E drawn
back through the holes ¢/, and the device is
ready for lowermﬁ‘ another load.

Having thus deeel ibed my invention, I claim
as new end desire to secure by Letters Pat-

enf—
The rim-grooved disk A, having the holes &/

o o, endless rope B, evelet C, and hook D, in

combination with mp(, E, as and for the pur-
pose specttied. | _
JOHN GERKEN.,
Witnesses: |

JAMES T. GRAHAM,
ALEX, I‘ ROBERTS.
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