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Speclﬁcatwn formmw part of Letters Patent No. 148,295, dated March 10, 1874 ; a,pphcatlon filed
January 14, 1874 |

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, BENJAMIN HAWKINS,
of Trenton, in the county of Mercer and State
of New J¢ or sey, have invented certain new and
useful Implovements in Cigar-Formers; and |
I do hereby declare the following to be & full,
clear, and exact description of the mventzon
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it pertains to make and use 1t, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form part of this specification. |

This invention relates to a device for iorm-
ing and holding cigar-fillers while drying, and
until they hM"e become sufficiently consoli-
dated to retain the shape given them in the
machine, for which Letters Patent No. 127,704,
bearing t:hte June 11, 1372, were ﬂmnted to
me, .&nd in which & somewhmt SIIIH]’LI‘ device
is shown and described as being used for the
same purpose ; and the nwentlon consists 1n
1mproving the holder described 1n the above-
named patent, by adding thereto a self-acting
spring-cateh, whlch holds the two parts of the
device ﬁlmly together until they are released

for the purpose of removing the cigar.
- In the accompanying dm,wings, similar let-
ters of reference indieate corresponding parts
in the different figures.

Figure 1 is a sectional view, showing the
-~ holder closed and the position of the spring-

catch. Fig. 2 shows the holder open and the
position of the hinges which connect its two
halves, and Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the
device open.

A and A/ are the two semi-cylindrical halves
of the holder, each having a cavity formed in
the plane side of one-half the size of the cigar
it is intended to hold, and which, when phced
together, form a complete hollow cylinder, the
two parts being connected at one side by the
hinges I I, a,nd when closed, retained in that
condition by the SPring - catch C, which is

i

| formed of a metallic stiip bent to the form of

the cylinder, one end being secured to the part
A, and the ’other havmcr a’ semicireular pro-
Jectmn D, which, when the. two halves are
brought ton*ethel 'enters a recess of the same
shape iormed in the part A/, and retains them
in that position until they are forcibly sepa-

rated.

1t will be seen that th1s form of sprmn*
catch enables the operator to take hold of the
two halves, and, by the exercise of a small
amount of fowe 'to open them, as the pecul-
iar shape of the end D of the Sprmg -catch al-
lows it to leave the recess in the part A upon
being touched by the hand of the operator;
but lt is not necessary to touch the latch when
closing the former, thus causing the device to
be self operating and preventmg the loss of
time caused by the necessity which has here-
tofore existed of placing a rubber band or cord
about them,.

It is not my purpose to claim a hinged flask
or former, nor to claim such a device with a
band or latch to close it; but, for the sake of
expedition in closing, which i$ of vital 1mpor-
tance to the success of the particular machine,
or the class of machines in connection with

“which this device is primarily to be used, the

utmost expedition in automatic closing 1s es-

| sential, and facility in opening is almost equally |

desirable, and it 18 to meet this reqirement
that the 1)1 esent improvement has been made.

I therefore claim—

The cigar-mold, composed of the pieces A
B, hinged tog ether and provided laterally with
an autonntm catch, for the purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand.

BENJ. HAWKINS.

Witnesses:

M. H. CHANDLER,
M. P. HARWOOD.
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