2 Sheets~--Sheet 1,
G. B. FOWLER. '

Drawing-Tablets for Children. _
NOZ}48,29]. Patented March 10, 1874,

¥ T‘L, N TN |

L

AN TN N .
1o 1 (7

T
il

11284565890 |

Witresses: Lreertor:
- ’ r ’ | Y N~ s
C%(’iﬁf /;/”/34 4;55; ﬁj f/m’é/y

AMPHOTO-LITHOCRAPHID Co. N ¥ F CSBORNES FROCESS)



G. B. IO

WLER.

- Drawing-Tablets for Children.
No.148,291. |

2 Sheet’s--

Patented March 10. 1874.

WEZ-(HESSES:

Lrnenntor:

”’wéfwﬂwr.
I (N
Slrooogll == |
' li e e TS
Li |
Ty Vo
“ / /ﬁ%ﬁ/ T
I; / / _ ( l
_\ ' |
| B . WY
. . > .
I
y
l
- “
L__— i

- e B TR - e T T e — rerrere——

C., B Pt

Sheet 2. -

A Pﬁc?.?vi ITAHOGRARPHIC Co V. ¥ { 0S30RNES Fﬁﬂc;‘.E'ES.



PATENT OFFICE

GEORGE B. FOWLER,

OF BROOKLYN, NEW .YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN DRAWING-TABLETS FOR CHILDREN.

=

Spemﬁcatlon forming part of Letters Patent No. 148 291, d&ted M&rch 10, 1874 apphcatwn filed
June 3 1873,

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, GEORGE B. FOWLER,
of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and St&te
of New Ymk haveinvented a bombmed Sten-
cil and Tablet for Drawing-Iixercises, of which
the following is a Speclﬁmtlon
~ The ODJth of my invention is to furnish an

apparatus for the combined amusement and
istruction of young children; and it consists
in the 001111)111&1:1011 with a dr awing - tablet
of a stencil-plate containing letters, figures,
and objects, or parts theleot when " the two
are so constructed as to be used in connection
tor drawing, through the stencil, upon the tab-
- let, the latter bemﬁ capable of 161}10V-‘:11 for in-
spectlml Or completlon of the drawing, and of
being replaced in the same position with re-
spect to the subjects or designs upon the sten
cil, as hereinafter set forth.

I‘wule 1 represents, in clavation, the mblet
and Stencll combined for use. Fl“
edge view of the s
Wlth the stenecil par tmlly 1emoved exposing a
portion of the tablet after the 011t11ne has been
made.

The most serious obstacle which young chil-
dren encounter in their first attempts to draw
is the inability of their untrained hands to dl
rect the pencil aright to depict the form they
attempt to repr esent their perception of formn

being far in advance of their skill of hand.’

A stencll having letters and the forms of ob-
Jects adapted to the minds of the young be-
ginner atfords a guide for the pencil-point,
W]llCh renders it more difficult to make th(,
lines in the wrong than in the right place. I
-~ make this fact mrmhble by so constl ucting a
drawing-tablet and a stencil-plate of suitable
deswns that the two may be held together in
such a manner that the drawing can be traced
through the stencil on the surface of the tab-
- let, which may be removed from the stencil
for the examination or completion of the draw-
ing at will, and replaced again, so as to bring
the Stencﬂ openmﬂs and the lines drawn on
the tablet in exact conformity for Iulthel exe-
cution, if desired.

To this end the stencil A may be formed
with flanges ¢ ¢, which embrace the edges of
the tablet B, or the tablet may be set in a

frame, and the sides of the frame grooved to |

218 an
same; and Iig. 3 18 2 new

| receive the edoes of the stencil, in which case

1ts flanges ¢ ¢ would not be reqmred or the
two may be connected by any equwalent
means. I prefer to make them to slide longi-
tudinally together, and the tablet may be Of
paper, or card board or slate, or other mate-
rial mut&ble for mar]nnw upon while the sten-
cil 1s preferably made of thin meinl but may
be of any other suitable material. '

The chﬂd in using this apparatus, will trace

the outlmes of the letters, figures, or objects

through the stencil, and then aftel removing
the mblet (,omplete the sketeh by filling the
Spaces covered by the bars, or by shadmg or
coloring. By repeatedly tracing the same
subjeet the forms become fixed in the mem- .
{ ory, enabling it to be drawn from recollection
when the hand has acquired sufficient aecu-
racy to enable the child to discard the stencil,
which it will do as soon as the attempts to
draw without 1t are somewhat satisfactor y to
the little practitioner, who, by the exercise,
has his faculty of comparison cultivated, as
well as steadiness of hand, memory, and ,]udn
ment of form and 1)1:'01)01131011
The paramount principle is the guidance of
the hand, so that a child, as soon as old enough
to hold "h pencil and m.;uk with it, may beﬂm
to draw lines which prplommate to correct-
ness ot form. |
It is a fact well known to adults that an
object which has once been sketched or drawn
18 1mpressed on the memory almost indelibly,
and a child whose eyes are first familiarized
with the form of a letter by the act of drawing
1t will remember its name much sooner thau
that one who sees it only. |
Stencils of different kinds may be provided
to fit the same tablet, and letters or objects, or
parts of letters and other objects; may be so
arranged that the child can combme the frag-
ments to complete a letter, or the objects £0
form a group, or parts of ObJGGtS to form a
complete one, by successively usmﬂ two or

-more stencils.

By this means 1t is rendered an: aneut for
cultivating the imagination and the 1nventn e
taculties, as well as training the hand and-eye.

The steno]l may also be employed as a guide
to the Drush in coloring by replacing the tab-
let after the outline hms been made upon it,
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thus diversifying and rendering the practice | for holding said tablet in place, substantially
more attractive by adding the charms of color; | as and for the purpose described.

and it nay also be employed to gnide the hands In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
of beginners in filling or shading the subject | my name in the presence of two subseribing

after being outlined. witnesses.
I claim— Witnesses: GEO. B. FOWLER.
The drawing-tablet B, in combination with J. FRASER,

the stencil A, provided with the flanges ¢ ¢ CHARLES M. HIGGINS.
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