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IMPROVEMENT IN FOLDING CHAIRS.
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~ ®pecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 147,147, dated February 3, 1874 ; application filed
| January 8, 1874.

- - o all whom it may concern :

- Be 1t known that we, BENJ. I. LITTLE and
RUSSEL B. PRINDLE, of Norwich,in the county
of Chenango and in the State of New Yorlk,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Ifolding Chairs; and do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-

- act deseription thereof, reference being had

to the accompanying drawing making a part
of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our chair
as arranged for use, and Iig. 2 is a side ele-
vation of the same as closed for storage.

Letters of like name and kind refer to like
- parts 1n each of the figures.

~ The design of our invention is to increase
the comfort, strength, and durability of fold-
ing chairs, and to lessen the amount of space
occupled by them when folded together; and
‘to this end it consists in the peculiar construc-
tion and combination of the various parts of
~the chair, substantially as and for the purpose
- hereinafter specifted. |
In the annexed drawing, A and A represent

~ two bars, constructed in the form of double

- reverse curves, and connected together by
means ot two cross-bars, B and B, which ex-
tend between said parts near their ends. Two
similar but shorter bars, C and O, are con-
- nected together near one end of each by means
of a cross-bar, D, and at or near their longi-
tudinal centers are pivoted to and Letween
- the bars A and A, in such a manner as to
bring the lines of their curves directly oppo-
site to each other. Near the upper ends of
the bars C and C, and from corresponding

- points upon the bars A and A, two cross-bars,

I and E, extend between the same, and fur-
Tish attachments for the ends of a flexible seat,
F, which extends between said cross-bars, and
when distended, as seen in Fig. 1, performs
the usual office. Pivoted upon the outer face
of each bar C, at its upper end, is a reverse
curved bar, G, which from thence extends
rearward and upward, and rests upon the
upper end of the corresponding bar A. One

~ or more rails, H, extend between the upper

ends of the bars G, and not only insure their
relative positions, but also furnish a support

for the back of the person who occupies the-

|

chair. At a point midway between the upper
ends of the bars A and C of each side, a bar,
I, is pivoted at one end to or upon the outer
face of the bar G, and, from thence extending
rearward and downward, has its opposite end
in 2 like manner pivoted to the outer face of
sald bar A, in which position said bar I oper-
ates as a brace, and limits the outward motion
of the upper ends of said bars A and C, and
also insures the vertical position of the parts
forming the chair-back.

As thus constructed, the chair sustains the -
weight of a person without reference to the
tension of the seat, the office performed by
the latter being simply that of a seat, and not,
as 18 usually the case, that of a stop or brace
for limiting the spread of the upper end of
the pivoted Dars, the result of which is that
the durability of said seat and the usefulness
of the chair are materially increased.

When not in use, the chair may be caused
to occupy a comparatively small space by
turning the back forward and downward un-
til 1ts upper end rests against the lower ends
of the bars A and C, by which operation said
bars are closed together, and the whole caused
to assume the form shown in Tig. 2.

By providing a stud, «, within the upper
end of each bar A, and a-corresponding opeir-
mg, ¢, within the contiguous portion of the
back bar G, the stability of said parts will be
materially increased. .

Having thus fully set forth the nature and
merits of our invention, what we claim as new
18— - | |

- The hereinbefore-described folding chair,
consisting of the bars A, C, and &, cross-bars
B, D, K, and H, braces I, and seat I, all con-
structed and combined to operate in the man-
ner and for the purpose substantially as speci-
fied.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing
we have hereunto set our hands this 19th day
of December, 1873.

BENJAMIN . LITTLE.
RUSSEL B. PRINDLE.

Witnesses: .
GEO. A. THOMAS,
A, SHETARDSON.
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