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0 To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, M. FRANK BEHLE, of

~Terryville,in the county of Litchfield and State

~of Connecticut, have invented a new and use-

" ful Device for Holding Open Chest-Covers, of
" which the following is a specification:

In my improved device, the stump-joint of

~a hinged arm is let into the top edge of one
“ end of the tool-chest, and the other end of
 ‘said arm has its joint in a movable lug, which
~ . glides in a slotted plate secured upon the cover
~of the chest, said plate being also provided
© with fastening devices for securing the lug in

. a certain position, whereby the cover may be

~ - fastened when perpendicular to the chest, the
. parts also being so arranged as to allow the
~© chest-cover to be closed when desived, all as
“ hereafter described. '
. In the accompanying drawings, I'igure 118
g {ront elevation of my improved device. Iig.
L 2418 atransverse section of the same on line x
"z of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a top view of the
- same in the position it assumes when the cover

" is closed; but the cover is removed in order to

o  show the parts.

It is well known that if a chest-cover falls

- suddenly backward there is danger of break-
~ing it or its hinges; and also, when used out
- of doors, it is not always convenient to so place
 the chest that the cover, when opened, may

~ rest against some object to support it, and, it

~ there were such support, the wind might close
. the chest sooner than its owner desired.

~ The object of my invention 1s, iirst, to pro-

~ vide a support.for the cover which will pre-

" vyent it from falling backward; second, to lock

it in its open position, so that it can be closed

- only by design; and, third, to arrange the de-

g vices for so doing in such manner that they
-~ will not interfere with the ordinary functions
or capacity of the chest.

. In Figs.1and 2 of the drawings, the cover
© " is shown as secured in a vertical posttion.

- A designates the chest proper, and B 1ifs

" cover. .The brace or arm C is fitted in a slot-

 ted stump, D, at one end, and a slotted lug,

R, at its other end, and is secured to said parts
- by means of pintles or other ordinary device
. for hinging. The stump] oint D is let into the

edge of the chest A at one end, and in front

- of its joint a slot, a, is made of sufficient length

to receive the arm C. A slotted plate, K, 18

]

behind it being removed to allow the free

of the lug E in the plate. |

noteh ¢, and thus locks the lug, and thereby:

by design.

against the pawl, and disengages it from the

receive tools, &c.

S1011." |

stump-joint may, if desired, “be used to pre-

cither direction.
I claim as my 1nvention—

The arm C, with its jointed 111@1ﬁbel*é D and
locking deviee d f b ¢, or its equivalent, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
- M. FRANK EHLE.
Witnesses: R )

HeNrY M. CoOK,
EL1ZUR FFENN.
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secured to the cover B, a portien of the wood -

 working of parts hereafter described. Thelug
E is grooved upon two sides near its base;
and the slot in the plate I is large enough at

the forward end to allow the base of the lng
to pass through it, but is so narrow at other . -
points that the metal upon. the sides of the
slot must pass into the grooves at the base ot
the lug I, thereby forming ways, upon which
the lug 1 moves lengthwise with the plate If.
Other ordinary devices may be substituted to
allow and control the longitudinal m ovement |

When the cover is closed, the lug I slides
to the forward end of the slot in the plate F,
as shown in Fig. 3. Upon raising the cover, .
the lug slides in the slot until the cover is i’
| a vertical position, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
when, if the device is properly secured, the
pawl b, Fig. 3, engages with the lug K in its

secures the cover, so that it can be closed only

lug E, so as to allow it to slide in the slot as -
the cover is closed, the arm C elosing into the
slot @ in the edge of the chest A, so that the . -
device occnpies none of the room designed to

Suitable springs of a.uy_:é_rd.inaary construe-
tion are provided to return the pawl b and -
wedge fto their normal condition after depres- - -

The slotted plate, the lug, the arm, and its
vent the cover from falling backward, while

the-locking devices are employed when it is
desired to prevent the cover from falling In

E, in combination with the plate F and the '

To close the cover, the thumb-cateh d, Fie.
{ 1, is depressed, which forces the wedge N
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