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Lo all whom it may concern :

~ Be it known that I, WiLsoN J. NEILL, of
Lawrence, Kansas, have mvented a SPI1 mﬂ
Shank for Boots and Shoes.

- My invention consists of an improvement in

and 1 do
hereby declare that the following is ‘a full and

exact description thereof, refelenee being had

to the accompanying dmwmﬂs and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon.

- Figure 1 shows my shank without the me-
tallic tip, (hereafter described ,) and'made wide
at its front point, so as to nemly fill up the
space between the seams, thus more readily
- keeping it in its proper phce but, in order to

give it the desired elasticity, I cut out one,

- two; or more pieces of metal, a a, as shown, S0

as to retain the desired Wldth and yet 16(111(36
1tS strength, as desired.

-~ Fig. 2 1s a metallie tip pressed into proper

shape to fit upon the points b b b of Fig. 1, as

shownin Fig.3. Said tip is fastened by tmcks

1‘

or pegs to the 1nner sole of the boot or shoe
through holes ¢ ¢, so that, being made fast at
the back end d d, and being contmually pressed
down and springing up by the action of the
foot in walking, the front end slides backward
and forward in the tip, which receives the fric-

_tion, and thus 1)1(3?611138 the shank cutting

with old-style Sh..-;mks, it being

through the leather, as is sometimes the case
also weakened
by slotting, as described. It has a tendency
to accommodate itself to any shape of shank
in boots or shoes without ripping the same.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and debue to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A 51)11110 -shank for boots and shoes, when
made wide at the front pomt and slotted for

the purposes set forth.
VVILSO\T J. NEILL,

Witnesses:

J. M. BARTHOLOW
H. A. KENDALL.
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