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To all whom tt may concern :
Be it known that I, HENRY SAYLER, of St.

~ Paris, in the county of Champaign and State
of Ohlo, have invented certain Improvements
~ in Carriage-Tops, of which the following 1s a

specification:
My invention consists of a lever arranged

" in connection with the shifting-rail and braces

of a carriage-top in such a manner that the

o ~cover can be raised or lowered by the occu-
- pant of the carriage, and the top with its ap-

pliances can be removed bodily, the same as

 the ordinary shifting top can, all as hereinaf.

ter more fully explained.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the shifting-
rail. Fig. 2 represents the same with my im-
provements applied, showing the cover down;

e ~and Fig. 3, the same with the cover raised.

AsS carrlawe -tops are ordinarily constructed,

it is difficult for the occupant to raise or lower

the cover without getting out, or at least stop-
ping the carriage.
In applying my 1mplmfements I construet

 the shifting-rail A in the usual style, except
~ that I make it wider, so as to form 1n eaeh side,
- close to the back, & hole, b, as shown in Plb

1, though these holes may be made In ears pro-

Jectlu o from the rail, which, in that case, may

be made narrower, and if plefBI'l ed, 1?0[111(1 n-

_stead of flat. The bows D, of which only one
" 18 shown in the drawing, are attached to the

rail A, in the usual manner, and provided with
the usual jointed braces E I provide a rod,
B, which I insert loosely in the holes b of the

o . rail A, close to and parallel with the back part
of sz-,ud rail, having its ends extending a short

distance outside of the rail, as represented in

Fig. 1, the outer ends bemn' formed with a |
B squ&re shank, on which is ﬁrmly secured the
~ lowerend of the jointed braces E, 1n such a way

that by turning the rod B the Jower part of

. the braces E will be moved therewith, and thus |
. 'raise or lower the bow D, to which. thelr OPPo--
" site ends are connected. For the purpose of

turning the rod B, I attach to it, at one side
a lever or handle, O which may
either be forged or welded on the Tod B, or se-
cured to it in any other manner that will ren-

| der it secure and 11g1d As Shown in Figs. 2_ S
and 3, this lever C is connected to the rod B,
just inside the side arm of the rail A, so that.-_f'_'f:_» |
it will be close to one end of the seaﬂz where |
it can be readily operated by a person sﬂ:tm g

It is, how- .~
ever, obwous that 1t may be arranged outﬁldeﬁ}
of the cover, and operate in the same manner; . -
but that would not be so comfement zmd L

on the seat, and be out,of the way.

therefore prefer to arrange 1t as shown

When it is desired to Tower the cover, it is
only necessary to take hold of the lever C and
turn it up, as represented in Fig. 2; andto”
raise the cover, it is simply tur ned down asin.
TFig. 3, thus affording a most convement and .
readv means of raising or lowering the cover =
without getting out, or even stoppmﬂ the car-

Tia, ge.

I am aware that devu,es have her etofm e been o
applied to carriages for raising and lowering -
them; but i all such cases the rod, lever, and . -
other ﬁxttues used for that purpose were se- -
cured permanently to the seat, so that the top
could not be removed therefr om Wlthcmt tah-gj L

ing 1t all apaxt.

B y my 1mpr0vement the oljera,tmg pmtb m e
all connected to the shifting-rail, so that the
top with the operating dewees can beremoved =
bodily without detaching the lever and rod =
from the cover, and with no more trouble than = -
1s required w1t]1 the shifting top in ordinary =
use, and which has no such appliances. My
improvements can be applied to the ordinar v.-;;-f_;:f'_.fi_}
shifting top by simply attaching to the rail
ears or bearmﬂ‘s for the rod B, and securing .
the lower end oi the Jomt -br aces to the endb SR}
of the rod. - BT

Having thus d6S01 1bed 1115' 111%11‘(1011, Wlmt'_}gfg.-;.l'.;

I claim 18—

The rod B, prov 1ded with the lever C a;ndf-;
having the braces I ri igidly attached the:t eto,
in combmatmn with the shifting- rail A of 2 Ll
*| carriage-top, all constlucted to opelate sub -

stantially as descrlbed _
HENBY SAYL]]R

Witnesses: :
D. R. TAYLOR
JOHN J. MUS"_’QN_ .
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