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To all whom zt may concern !
- Beit known that I, WiLLIAM H(J(_,Ja‘.lsum’sﬂh:q‘ﬂ
- of the city and State of New York, have in-

vented an Improvement in Telegr&ph -Keys,

of which the following 1s a correct specifica-

tion:
The ordinary telegmph key has been made
with a switeh-connection for closing the line-
Jcstrcmt witen the key i1s not in use, and for
opening that circuit when the key 1s to be
manipulated. -

My present invention 1ehtes to a self-closing
key, in which the operator breaks the main-
line circuit as he commences to manipulate his
key, and that circuit is closed by the key
wvhen pressure thereon is relieved, so that a
separate switch or a switch- connectmn to the
key-is rendered unnecessary. I make use of
a.key-lever that is mounted upon horizontal
and vertical axes or centers, the horizontal
centers or fulcrums allowing Of the ordinary
movement in manipulating “the key, and the
vertical centers allowing the key to be turned
aside sufﬁelently to separate the line-connect-
ing contact-points while the key is being op-
exated but as soon as the key is liberated, a
spring moves the same laterally and closeq the
line-circuit.

In: the drawing, I‘wmo 1lis a veltlcal sec-
tion of the ﬁnﬂ'el Le), yoke, and frame, the
lever being in elevatmu and TFig. 21is a plfm
of said key complete.

The frame a and horizontal centers ) are
of usnal character; but instead of the centers
b receiving the axis or fulerum of the finger-
key lever ¢, such centers receive the 5*0Le d,
and the level ¢ is connected therewith by the
vertical axis e. The center-screw f

one end of this axis ¢, and by means thereof .

'ab usual.

lever.
‘as shown;

recerves |

| the parts are kept closel} n c{mtact and loose-

ness 1s prevented. The contact- pc»mt 70N ¢
and anvil o are of usual character; but the

latter is connected with the bracket g as well
as with the attaching-screw & ; and upon this

bracket ¢ is an adjusting-screw and contact-

point, r, contiguous to a contact-point, s, upon.

the - lever C. The sprmg [ presses the lever ¢
and point’s toward », so that the line-circuit

will ‘be closed throuﬂ-h the points » s and

bracket g when the Lev 1S not 1n use; but
when the manipulation of the Key 1s com-
menced the operator first moves the lever ¢
laterally to separate the contact-points » and
s, and then the movement is. given to the key
The spring m serves to raise the
finger-key, and the serew v adjusts the amount
of movement The bracket ¢ may be swung
around upon ecither side of the lever ¢ to suit
the convenience of the operator, the spring !
being placed upon the opposﬂ:e side of the
Usually the parts will be positioned
but some may prefer to press the
key later ally toward the right to separate the:
points # s, 111bt@£l£1 of pressing the key toward
the left. -
- I claim as my invention—

The tdeﬂla,pluu key in which the lever is
mounted upon two centers, to allow of a lat-

eral as well as of a vertical movement in com-
‘bination with the circuit-closing pomts T 8,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.

Signed h;} me this 30th day of Septembm,
A. D, 1873

W, HOCHHAUSEN.
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Witnesses: |
GEO. T. PINC‘K‘\‘T&
L CEAS. H, SMiTom,
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