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To all whom it may concern:

I ‘bed-piece A, with or without freedom to turn

Be it known that I, THOMAS J. DOBRS, of | on ifs axis, by a bolt or catch, D, connected

Weehawken, in the county of Hudson and
State of New Jersey, have invented an Im-

B proved Harness Attachment for Hitching and |

Unhitching Horses to and from Vehicles, of
which the following is a specification:

This invention relates to means whereby a
horse may be quickly harnessed and unhar-
nessed to or from a wagon or other vehicle,
and an action equivalent to that of the ordi-
nary whiffletree be obtained. These means are
composed, for the most part; of two main
pieces, the one of which is attached to the sad-
dle and the other to the shafts of the vehicle,
and which are locked with each other, when
~ harnessing, by a spring bolt or catch.  The
- portion attached to the saddle comprises a cyl-

‘Inder or stock, which carries a spring that

pulls upon a rod to which the traces are at-
tached; and said portion or piece is further-
more mounted with a traveler-rod for a buckle,
to which the tug-strap and belly-band are at-

~ tached to vibrate on and move backward or

forward along, if necessary, the latter move-
- ment providing for the adaptation,of the de-

vice to different-sized horses, and the vibra-

tion of the buckle providing for general yield

- or play, while the spring-controlled rod to

- which the traces are attached gives to the de-
vice all the actions of a whiffletree.

- In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-

resents a side view of my improved harnessing

and unharnessing device; Fig. 2, a plan of the |

same, and Iig. 3 a longitudinal vertical sec-
tion thereof. R T
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. - - .
It may here be premised, before describing
the invention in detail, that the latter is dupli-
cated 1 practice—that is, one for each shaft
- or either side of the horse. . -
A represents a stationary metal bed piece or
plate, permanently secured to the upper side
of the shaft B of the vehicle, and formed with

a front upper slotted open jaw, b, into which |

- the forward end of the other piece C of the
(evice connected with the saddle drops, and
between which and a back jaw or projection,

b, said saddle-piece C fits, and is locked to the |

‘with the bed-piece, and shot forward by a
spiral or other spring, ¢, to establish the lock.
This bolt is provided at its rear end with a
handle, d, to which, if desired, a strap may be
attached to draw back the bolt and free the
horse 1n case of it running away with the ve-
hicle. The piece C consists mainly of a ¢ylin-
der or hollow stock, having a screw-cap, e, at
its forward end, and providing for the longi-
tudinal movement within it and through its
front of a trace-hook rod, B, held by a spring,

J; which may either be of metal, rubber, or

both. combimmed. Upon the trace being at-
tached to the hooked or forward end of said
rod the latter acts as an ordinary whiffletrec.
The piece O is connected with the saddle in a

permanent manner by a buekle, G, arranged
‘to freely vibrate upon and to move on or along

a traveler-rod, H, which is mounted upon the

stock or body of the piece C, such movements
of the buckle being for the purposes hereinbe-
fore explained. The belly-band strap which
supports the shatt is connected with the lower
loop g of the buckle, and the tug-strap with

the upper or tongue portion & thereof.

- Irom this description it will be seen thatthe
harnessing or unharnessing of a horse to or
from the vehicle may be effected almost in-
stantaneously by simply attaching or detach-
ing, as described, the saddle-piece C of the
device to or from the bed-piece A of the shait.

I claim as my invention, and desire to se-
care by Letters Patent— |

1. The combmmation of the freely-vibrating
and longitudinally-moving buckle G with the
traveler-rod H and stock or body of the picee
C carrying said rod, substantially as and for

the purposes herein set forth.

2. The saddle-piece C, with its trace-rod E,
controlled by a spring, f, traveler-rod H, and

buckle G, 1. combination with the bed or shaft

piece A and spring bolt or catch D, substan-
tially as and for the purposes specified.
~ THOMAS J. DOBBS.

Witnesses:
MICHAEL RYAN,
FRrRED, HAYNES.
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