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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, JOSEPH W. SHEPPARD,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
haveinvented anew and Improved Instrument
for Registering the Game of Cards, of which
the following 1s a specification:

Intheaccompanying drawing, Ifigure 1 repre-
sents a top view of my mmproved registering-in-
strumentas melosed 1 an outer card-box; Kig.
2, a top view of the same with part of the top
plate taken o’ to show face-plates; Fig. 3,
a sectional bottom view on the line ¢ ¢, le 4
and Iig. 4, a side view of the same taken o nt
of the outer box, partly in section.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The objecet of my invention 1s to furnish to
the lovers of the game of cards an improved
instrument ior 1{39181:011110 the true state of the
game, which deuotes *mdlbly and visibly, to

all at the table or in the room, the change of

the numbers and the standing, so that unnee-
essary questions are avorded, and Incorrect
scoring or numbering obviated. The mstru-
ment forms, at the same time, an ornament to
the card- table? and pr events cilectually any
tampering orirregular changing of thenumbers.
Hitherto {he 111%1111112 or 1"6*"*1%@1‘1316 has been
accomplished by means of different modifica-
tions of a dial-face with revolving hands, which
are silently moved or pushed round with the
fingers to certain figures on the face of the dial,
This method 1s unsatistactory in many cases,
as it too easily permits wrong numbering or
changing, without full control fromthe players.
My invention intends to obviate tiis by phm-
ing revolving plates, with stamped or printed
ﬁgures, under a recessed cover-plate, which al-
lows but one figure to be seen at the time.
Said plates are revolved by the pressure on, or
turning of, a small button or knob, Whmh, at
the same tnne by suitable lever - gonnec’[mu
rings a bell, 111{11@%1111& thereby the (,hfummu
of the face- numbu
In the drawing, A represents the outer case,
of the size of a pa,eh of cards, and of bulhble
finish. Its cover has an prbl and lower re-
ess, through which the figures indicating the

st a.ndm o of the game, and the initial I{f[te:'b 1n-
AN ]-thelf‘? are visivle.

dicating N the

A pro- |

jeeting button or knob, B, which is pressed
down or turned Dby the fingers, 18, with its
square shank «, connected to a small arm, «/,
attached to a lug, b, at the lower side of the
sectional face-plate D, on which the initial let-
ters of the game are stamped or printed. Lug
0 slides, on turning plate D, in a slot, 0/, of
top plate C. Through an aperture, d, Of t0p
plate €, which corr ebponds with that of the
box- cover are seen the figures of the revoiv-
ing plate B. The top 1}1&1}6 C 15 connected
with the lower or bottom plate C/ by pillars e,
both being made of metal or other suitable ma-
terial, and containing between them the rotat-
ing and bell meehaﬂsm The rotating mech-
anisin consists of the bifurcated lever 1* which
18 pivoted to the socket end f of button-shank
¢, with 1ts fulerom m the short lug ¢ of bottom
phte ¢/, A band-spring, h, aets against the
socket 7, and forces the hutton B ulm*’ard after
each pressure exerted thereon. The prongs 7
of lever It catch over pins ¢ of a circular shide-
piece, {, which 18 fitted, and passes up and
down, over a screw, I/, with quick threads, pro-
ducing, with each stroke of the lever I, a paxr-
tial rotation of serew /. A sidewardly-extend-
ing arm, i, of lever K 18 provided with anup-
ward-projecting lug, w/, which enters mto slot-
ted recesses n of a ratchet-wheel, 1Y, keyed to
the lower side of the revolving plate i, Screw
I turns 1 bearings of plates C U/, an arm, G,
being keyed to 1t, which extends immediately
below ratehet - wheel 1/, and diametrically

across the same, with the 1’*6068866 pawl H piv-

oted at the outer end thereof. A small band-
spring, o, (Indicated by dotted lines in Kig. 3,)
presses the pawl H against the circumierence
of wheel i/, so that the same bears againstthe
teeth of wheel B/, The ratchet-wheel I/ 1s pro-
vided with as many teeth p as there are divis-
ions on the faceplate K. Any number and
arrangement of figures may be indicated
ther eon to adapt the mstrument for the vari-
O11s H.,&,mef:, of cards. Detween one series of
figures and the next, proportionate intervals
may be placed, to denote the beginning of a
new game or pfu“"t.

The teeth » may be eut in connection with
the slotted recesses n, as Indicated 1 Ifig. o,
the projecting part of nawl H bearmmg fwfunbt
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a tooth, p, at each downward pressure of but-

ton I3, by the corresponding partial turning of

serew ¢ and forward motion of arm G.

On the release of button B, the screw I/ and
arm G, with pawl H, pass back over wheel DI
ready to engage the next tooth. Lug m/ of
arm m regulates, at the same time, the extent
and accuracy of 8‘1011 forwardnotion of ratchet-
wheel 1 by engaging slots n.

A bell, 1,1s attached to bottom plate €/, and
actec 111)011 by hammer L, which is screwed to
an elastic stem, ¢, applied to lugq’. A project-
mg piy, +, of stem q connects with ratchet-
teeth P as stem q 1s pressed forward by band-
sprimg s, so that, by its gliding over teeth p,
and sudden passing into the interval between
them, the hammer L strikes bell I at every par-
tial 10tat1011 of plate & and change of hﬂ res
thereon.

For the purpose of preventing the ringing
of the bell when the revolving plate I i
cates the mtervals between separate series of
figures, the recesses narenot connected through
to the teeth P, but notches p’ substituted there-
tor, which are acted apon by the pawl in the
same manner, giving less play to stem ¢, and
imparting, therefore, less impetus to hammer
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I, so that the same does not reach and strike
the bell at these points.

Having thus deseribed myinvention, I claim
as new and deswe to secure by Letfers Pat-
entf—

1. The mstrument for registering the game
of cards consisting of outer box A, mam plates
C ¢/, button B, with Dbifurcated lever If, slide
[, and arm N, sectional plate D, serew I/, arm
(r, with pawl H, face-plate and ratchet- mhovl
DD ‘s bell I, and hammer L, substantially as
and for the purpose C _escribed.

2. The button-shaft «, arranged to operate
the plate D through arm «, and plate I
through lever I, shde [, screw Z" arm G, pawl
H, and wheel ]]’ qubs’mnhq]h as set forth.

3 The face- pLIJEG 4, combination with the
notehed and recessed wheel K., revolving arm
(x, and pawl H, substantially as deqeubul

4. The shallow notches p, arranged between
the series of deep spaces i Wheel I&/, to furnish
bearmg for pawl I, but not allow the bell to
rimg, as set forth.

JOSEPIT W, SHEPPARD.

Witnesses:
T. B. MOSHER,
ALLEX, I, ROBERTK.
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