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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that we, GEORGE L. F1ToH and
HENRY M. JONES, of Little Lake, Mendocino

~ county, State of California, have invented an

Improved Shoe-Fastening; and we do hereby
declare the following description and accom-
panying drawings are sufficient to enable any
person skilled in the art or science to which it

- most nearly appertains™ to make and use our

sald invention or improvement without further

Invention or experiment.

~Our invention relates to what we call an
elastic shoe tie or fastener, our object being to
provide a cheap, durable, and easily-operated
device for fastening or tying shoes, instead of

the usual lagcing or buttons at present in use.

In .order to properly explain our invention
reterence is had to the accompanying drawin g

- forming a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is an enlarged section of the button

‘and securing-strap. TIig. 2is an enlarged side

view of the fastening, partly in section. Fig.
3 18 a front view of the shoe and fastening.
Let A A’ represent the two leaves or Haps

of a shoe which it is necessary to lace together
~In order to fasten the shoe upon the foot. b

is a small button, of any suitable form or ma-

terial. Inside of this button we securely fasten -

one end of a short strip, roll, or other piece of
India-rubber, C, so that it will not pull out.
This can be done in various ways, but in the
present instance we have represented the end

of the rubber strips as being secured by coil-

ing the middle of a metal strip, ¢, tightly around
it, and then passing both ends of the metal
strip through an opening in the bottom of the

- button similar to the manner of attachin g eyes

to buttons. These projecting ends of the strip

¢ also serve as a means of fastening the but-

ton b to the flap or leaf A of the shoe by pass-
Ing them through a hole in the flap and spread-
ing and flattening them in opposite directions.
Lo the opposite end of the rubber strip or roll
C we secure another button, £, by means of a
rivet, ¢, which passes entirely through the but-

| ton, being riveted or headed down on top of

the button, and being long enough to project
a short distance below the bottom of the but-
ton. The lower end of this rivet is provided
with a head or other suitable hook or catch.
Near the edge of the opposite flap A’ of the
shoe we secure a small plate, s, through the

‘center of which is a key-hole-shaped opening, ¢.

The leather below this opening is also removed
to conform to the shape of the opening.
Now, when it is desired to fasten the leaves
or laps A A’ of a shoe together, the button f
is drawn toward the plate s on the opposite
flap, thus stretching the strip C until the catch
on the lower end of the rivet ¢ engages with the
hole in the plate s. The india-rubber connect-

‘ing-strip C will then draw the parts of the shoe

easily together and keep the shoe fitting snugly
to the instep. | - _
It is evident that a great variety of fasten-
mg devices and catches can be employed in
the construction of this shoe-tie, but it would
be useless to enumerate them for the purposes
of this application. | | |
- The strip C can be protected and strength-
ened, if desired, by a smrrounding coil of wire.
By this means we provide a cheaply-con-

structed elastic shoe-tie, which can be quickly

fastened or unfastened, thus avoiding the great
inconvenience of lacing or buttoning the shoes.
Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— | -
’fhe.combination of the button b, having its
fastening-attachment for securing one end of
the elastic with the button f, provided with a
hook engaging in the perforated plate s, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
Inwitness whereof we hereunto set our hands
and seals. . |
- HENRY MARTIN JONES. [L.8.]
GEORGE LEWIS FITCH. |[L.s.]
Witnesses: - - | '
B, I. COATES,
W. J. BERRY.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

