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To all wkom it ma Y CONCETN:
Be it known that I, GEo. B. KNoX, of

in the State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Link
for Coupling Cars; and I do hereby declare
that the followmg is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, reference bein g had to the
accompanying dra,wm o3 and to the letters of

this specification.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of a coupling-
link for railroad-cars, as will be lhereinafter
more fully set forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make
and use the same, [ will now proceed to de-

ring to the annexed drawing, in which—
Figure 11s a perspective view, and Fig.2 a

My coupling-link is made Iin two parts—a

~ flat heel, A, and a link, B. The link B is |
‘made In the shape of the ordinary coupling-

link, except that one end 18 not curved, but
has a bar, ¢, at right angles with the side ba,rs
of the link., The link B i is hinged to the heel
A by means of a metal band, C, which passes
around the bar « of the lluk and is fastened
to both the upper and lower srdes of the heel
A, the front end of said heel being made con-
n. b 1sthe pin-hole
in the heel A. In the heel Ais alongitudinal
hole, d, in the center from the front end to-
ward the rear for a suitable distance, and in

the same 1s placed a spiral spring, f, one end _

of which bears against the bottom or inner |
end of the hole or chamber d, and the front

end of the spring forces a rubber or metal 4

plate, e, against the bar ¢ of the link B. To
use this coupling-link, the heel A is to be 1n-

serted in the bumper of the car standing still,
‘and the coupling-pin put in,

other ear is approaching, the brakeman will
judge of the elevation or depression of the
bumper of the approaching car, and set the

link to meet it, and then step out of the way
The pin of the
approaching bumper, bemg properly set in

while the cars come together.

the usual way, will almost invariably drop to
its place, and thus complete the connection.
The spring /" holds the joint or hinge and link
10 any position in which it may be placed to
enter the approaching bumper.
fine myself for this purpose to the spiral spring
J, as any other spring or springs or other de-
vice may be used to hold the Iink at any de
sired angle.

I am aware that it is not new to formm &

coupling-link in two-parts hinged together,
and hence I do not clmm such bloadly, as my
invention.

Having thus fully descubed my invention,
what I claim as new, and debu‘e to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The comblmtwn of thelink B Wlth square
end a, the block A with concaved end, open-
ing d spring f, and plate ¢, and the metallic
Strap C secured to the block and around the
end of the link, all substantially as and for
the purposes Set forth. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hfmd this 8th day of

March, 1873
GEO. E. KNOX.

Witnesses: -
- JL S, L’AMOREAUX
" NI1EL GILMOUR.
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