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T'o atl whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, CALMAN WOLF, of the
city of Rochester, in the county of Monroe and
State of New York, have inveuted a certain

‘new and useful Improvement in - Bedstead-
Trastenings; and I do hereby declare that the

following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of' the construction and operation of the
same, ) |

My improvement belongs to that elass in
which a flanged wedge is used, resting against

‘the step, and serving to draw out or tighten
the hook upon the pin. As previously con-

structed, such wedges are liable to draw away
or disengage from the hook, owing "to the
shape or the form of the tongue-and-groove
coungction between them. o

My invention is intended to obviate this
ditfienlty; and consists in the peculiar form
of the wedge and its flanges, as hereinafter
described, whereby this result is attained. It
ais0 consists in the combination, with the
wedge and hook, of a spring for retracting or
throwing out the hook when  the wedge is
raised.

in the drawings, Figure 1 is a side elevation’

of iy improvement applied to & bedstead ;
Iig. 2, a cross-section of -the same; Figs, 3
and 4, modified forms. - -

~Aorepresents the post, and B the rall, of a

vedstead, C is the hook, which engages with

the cross-pin @ in the ordinary manner to loek
the rail and post together. The shank of the
hook extends through the stop or cleat &, and

- has o socket, &, through which -passes the-

wedge D, by which the tightening action is
produced.  The wedge and socket are of DE-
cudiar form  Tho wedge is preferably pro-
vided with two right-aagled fianges, ¢ and d,

projécting from the opposite faces, as shown |
in Figs. Sand 4, that upon the outside e 2ag-

ing with a slot, £, formed-in the socket of the
heok, and that wpon the inside ranning in a
stot, g, which 18 ¢ut onb of the wood of Lhe rail,
A blank, A, is left at the topof the flange ¢,
tor the passage of the socket over or throw oh

1o engaging the parts, The inner edge of
the Hanpe'e, w

wl-alse the socket 0, are made

F .

Slovetatled, as shown nb e, so that when onee

-

engaced the hook and the vedge cannot be

disenosueod exeend, by shiding them anirt, so

that the socket-head passes over the blank h,
This is an advantage, not only in holding the
parts together in store, but also in holding
the hook in line in the drawing action of the
wedge, and thereby preventing bindin o, strain,
and denting of the wood. The flange d is
shorter than the length of the wedge, leavin o
blanks k% at each end. Itslen gth is infended
to be such as to play up and down in the slot g

of the rail without uncovering the slot at the

‘highest or lowest position, so that no bugs

can find an entrance. | o
1t will be noticed that the inner edge of the
wedge is vertical, and moves up and down
against the stop G, the flange d and slot g,
also, being vertical for the purpose. The op-
posite edge of the wedge and its flange ¢
stands inclined, to prdduce the necessary

wedge action. - o

The advantages of this arrangement lie in
the flanges ¢ d of the wedge standing at right
angles thereto, and arranged with the blanks
or spaces % k for the easy connection and true
working of the parts. An important feature
consists in the dovetailed counnection of the
flange ¢ and socket b,.and also in the short
flange d, which forms a part of the square side
bearing against the stop. .

Lo produce a retraction of the hook when
the wedge releases it, a spring, E, Fi g. 1, may
be employed, screwed or otherwise attached
to the edge of the stop &, and resting at its
lower end against a shoulder, m , 0f the shank
of the hook. The tension of the wed ge bends
the spring inwurd, as shiown, and when re-
lieved the spring throws the hook-hiead out-
ward, so as to be easily free of the pin ..

When this spring is employed the wedge may

be made with the single Hange d, as shown in.

Hig, 3, and the dovetail 4 may be on the outer
Anstead of the inner edge. - | |
. Having thus deseribed my invention, I do

1ot claiin, broadly, g wedge for tightening the
ol ; nor do 1 claim a wedge having a flange

on the baeclk side and a groove 1 the face,
“with a1l of the hoolk-shank ranning i vy

bat |

What 1 claim as new ig— -

1. in eombination with the hook O of 2 bed.
stead - fastening, the wedge 1, construeted
with the flanpes e apon the opposite faecs,
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and with the blanks b % & for connecting the | structed, arranged, &ud’,."(}pera-ting as shown

parts, said flange ¢ bein g dovetailed to fit the | anad desecribed,

socket of the hook-shank, and said flange @

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed

Playing in a vertical slot of the vedstead-rail, | my name in the presence of two subseribing

48 shown and deseribed, and for the purpose | witnesses.

specified, e e Ty

2. In combination with the heok C and
wedgo D, the reacting spring B, engaging
with a shounlder, m, of the hook-shank, all eon- | -
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R | CALMAN WOLF,
Witnegses -
R. I, Osgoop, =~
HENRY M. THOMAS.
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