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IMPROVEMENT IN ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS.

Speclﬁc&tmn forming part of Letters Patent No. 141,137, dated July 22 1873 ; a,pphcatmn filed
May 22, 1873.

To all whom it may concern:
"Be it known that I, JOEN W. GURLEY, of
Petersburg, in the county of Dinwiddie and

~State of Virginia, have invented a new and

useful Improvement in Abdominal Support-
ers; and 1 do hereby declare the following to
be a full and exact description of the same,
reference being had tothe accompanying draw-
ings forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showmg the
supporter as in actual use, and Kig. 2 1s a
plan.

‘Similar letters of reference in the accom-
panying drawings denote the same parts.

The object of my invention is to provide for
the public, and especially for the use of fe-
males whose condition may require it, an ab-
dominal or uterine supporter having improved
facilities for adjustment to the person of the
wearer, $0 as to be comfortable when 1n use, ca-
pable of adjustmenthigher,lower, orotherwise,
and alsocapable of being tightened or loosened
at the top, bottom, or middle, so as to concen-
trate its supporting-power at the proper part of
the abdomen, leaving the rest of the person com-
paratively iree. To these ends my invention
consists in the improved construction and ar-
rangement of parts constituting the supporter,
as I will now proceed to describe.

In the drawings, A indicates the body of
the supporter, which 1s made of cloth in a
single piece, and adapted to be braced up at
the back, as shown at b. ¢ care vertical open-
ings cut into the cloth from the lower nearly
to the upper edge, provided with lacing-cord,
and so arranged as to come at the hips of the
wearer and to divide the body A of the corset
nearly into three parts, a @’ ¢/, the central or
front part being the longest, as represented in
Fig. 2. d d are shoulder-straps, which may be
made adjustable by means of a buckle, it de-
sired, and e ¢ are forked straps connected to
the pramma,te corners of the parts a a/, as
shown, and adapted to be fastened at their
lower ends to the hose or other parts of the

lower garments. One vertical covered stay, s,

is arranged in the corset at the centor of the
front part, and on either side thereof is anoth-
er covered stay, &/, inclined inward at its lower
end, Staysmn are also arran ged at the ed ges

of the side openings and at the edges of the
back openings, as shown.

By properly adjusting the back lacing and
side lacings the corset can be made to fit accu-
rately the shape of the wearer and to concen-
trate and apply its supporting power wherever
most needed. The two side openings can be
adjusted to the hips so as to support the front

and back pieces, and can at any time be en-

larged or contracted by means of the lacings,
so as to give ease to the wearer. The shoul-
der-straps may be adapted to be used either
in front or in rear, as a suspender for other
carments. The shoulder-straps d d and the
lower straps ¢ ¢ can be used in combination,
to raise or lower the corset, adjust 1t prop-
erly on the person, and prevent it from work-
ing up or down while in use. Thefront stays
are adapted to the curvature of the form, and
are so arranged as to give front and lateral
support to the abdominal muscles to any de-
sired extent accordingly as the lacings may
be adjusted. By drawing the lower edge tight
and loosening the upper edge the abdemen
may be supported and the stomach relieved
from all pressure,

The patient can readily apply the support-
er and properly adjust 1t without exposure or
assistance from others, and can remove 1t at

night or apply it at night, as may.be desired.

The device 1s simple, neat, durable, and ca-
pable of being washed without i injury. _
I am aware that shoulder-straps have been
used with abdominal supporters, and that
stocking-supporters have also been attached

' to extensions of supporters that embrace the

legs; but I am not aware of any in which the
attachments of the stocking-supporters are
made directly to the abdominal supporter on
each side of the lacings.
I claim as new— __
The combination of the single-piece support-
er with back and side lacings, the shoulder-
braces and straps for attachment o the stock-

“ings, the same being bifurcated at the top and
attached directly to the corsets each side. of

the side lacings, all arranged as desecribed.
o dJ OHN W. GURLDY
-Witnesses: .
MELVILLE (JHUROH,
C. F. BRoOwN.
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