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IMPROVEMENT IN AUTOMATIC ROPE-SKIPPERS.

- Spec_iﬁcation forming part of Letters Patent No. 140,503, dated July 1, 1873; application filed
May 6, 1873.

-~ To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JOSEPH HOFFMAN, of
Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented an Im-
provement in Dancmg Toys, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification:

This invention consists in a combination,

with a revolving crank or eccentric moved by

clock-work, of a doll or figure pendent by its
superior lower weight on the wrist-pin of the
crank, which pin and a corresponding one on

the opposite side of the figure are arranged to

enter within the hands of the figure, and are
fitted loose so as to be capable of turning in
their sockets, or otherwise fitted loose within

“the hands of the figure, whereby the latter is

made to preserve an erect position, while a
dancing action is communicated to it by the

-motion of the crank or cranks. Theinvention:

also consists in a combination, with the afore-
said devices, arranged as descubed of a skip-
ping-bow fast at its ends to the rev olving
cranks or their spindles, whereby a sklppmﬂ'
1llusion or effect 18 produced in connection with

the dancing figure.

In the accompanying drawing, which repre
sents a front view of my improved toy, A is
the baseof the toy; .and B, clock-work or mech-
anism mounted thereon, and capable of being

wound up for the purpose of revolving an ec-

centric or crank, C, having a wrist-pin, b, there
being another or corresponding crank, C/, at
a suitable distance from the first, but in the
same axial line with it, and having a corre-
sponding wrist-pin, &/, such second crank hav-

1ing its bearing in an upright, D. E is the doll

or figure armnged between the cranks C
and so that it is pendent by its hands and st-
perior lower weight upon the wrist-pins b ¥/,
which are fitted to turn freely in their reSpect-

- 1ve cranks, so that on revolving motion being |

| communicated to the cranks, or one of them,

the doll or figure is made to preserve an erect
position, mhlle having a dancing action given

it by the motion of the cranks. The superior
lower weight, which,. in connection with the
free turning fit of the wrist: pins in their sock-

ets or in the hands of the figure, 1s necessary

to preserve the perpendlcularlt) of the figure,
may be given to the latter by making 1its feef,

or lowerportionofits legsand feet, ¢ ¢, of metal,
or otherwise weighting such parts. Connected
with the cranks C C/, on the opposite side of
the centers of the latter to that of the wrist-
pins b b/, and arranged to rotate in common
with the cranks, is a skipping rope or bow,
G, of suitable length and width to clear the
dancing doll or figure when in motion and to
clear the base A, as the figure by its dancing
motion 1s lifted from the latter. This gives a
pleasing and most natural illusion or effect of
a child engaged in practicing or playing with
a skipping-rope, and which may be maintained
for a considerable length of time by the 1in-
strumentality of the driving mechanism or
clock-work.

What is here claimed, and desired to be se-
cured by Letters P&tent 18—

1. The doll or ﬁﬂ‘ule B, made of superior
weight below, and fr eely pendent at its hands,
by or on the wrist-pins b ¥ of the 1‘evolving
cranks C (/, in combination with the clock-
work B, substantially as specified.

2. The skipping-bow G, in combination with
revolving cranks C (/ and the figure E, of
superior weight below, and pendent by its
hands from or through the wrist-pins b o’ of
the cranks, essentially as herein deseribed.

JOSEPH HOI‘I‘MANN

Witnesses:

MIiCHAEL RYAN,
FRED. HAYNES.
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