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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JONES HARDING, of

have invented certain Improvements in

. 1fication:

The nature of this invention relates to de-

-  vices for drawing and securing together the
S sides of the slit in ordinary styles of shoes;

and the invention consists in bending and

. forming wires in such manner that thev may
- be readily and easily attached to each side of
. the slit, ‘either with or without elastic fast-
. enings, and each wire presents a series of

~ hooks of a circalar form, around which the

lacing cord or cords may be passed in various

~ ways, and be made to draw the sides of the

shoe toward each other by pulling its upper

end.

1n the drawings, Figure 1 represents the slit

L i"of an ordinary shoe, with detached parts of
. the sides partly broken away to show the form

. and arrangement of the fastening-wire, and

. laced with- two cords.
. .as Fig.1,except that it is laced with one cord.
c.o Fig.3 is. the same view as Fig. 1, with the
- fastening-wire secured to the sides with short
= elastic bands, and the adjacent sides of the
e - slit broken away thronghout its length.
o 4isa sectional view ot Fig.1 on the line 2 x.

Fig. 2 1s the same view

TIig.

Brepresents the slit of an ordmdﬂ shoe, gen-

v 'emlh down theinstep, and whmhltlsnecesa.ary
1o close when the. shoc 1s on the foot, and open

to put the shoe on or take it off. (J C are the

o parts of the shoe next to the slit, and forming

.. the sides of the slit. _
~~ formed, as plainly shown in the drawinws, with
.- - aseries of hooks, d d d.d, along a line at.one.

D1s the fa,stenmﬂ -wire,

- gide, and a semes of baseb ¢eee in a-line

S ~ along the other side.

The wire D lS bent, 1n

B forming the hooks d,in a manner to make the
- outer ends of the hooks circular in form for

- the better security of the lacing-cords, as here-

L inafter described, and is bent, in forming the

S B Galesburg, county of Knox and State of 1lli- | the shoe.
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~ Shoe-Lacings, of which the following is a spec-

the drawings.

bases e, either into semwwcu]ar trmngula,l; or_*_:'
any other convenient forms for attachment to -

I I I are elastics.

H H H H are the lacing- cords, I

The manner of attachmﬂ‘ and usmg my 111-_-_,":-- o

vention is as follows: The wire D is placed in
the relative position to the slit B, shown in

the drawings, with the hooks d on the outer -

surface of the shoe and the bases ¢ on the in-
It may then be attached to

terior surface.

the shoe by st1teh1ng around the baseseand - -
mto the material of the shoe, as at Figs.land -

, or it may be attached, when more eldstluty; Rt
1% required, to one end ot elastic bands I'1 L. o ey e
their other ends being secured to the mat(,rlal L

of the shoe, as shown at Fig. 3.

The manner of lacin o will be evldeﬁt fromf

A single cord may be used by

simply wrapping it arouud the adJacent hooks .~ ..
on either side of the sllr commepcing at the: =
lower end, and contluumn* to the upper. end, -
when it ma ¥, by drawing, be made to brin gf.:i_;.f:___:.;;;_i__;.;
the sides of thb slit elosely and snugly to-
gether, and may be secured by beldymﬂ‘ on .

the upper two hooks or otherwise.

When -

double cords are used | they may be passed .
around the hooks alternately from side to side = -
of the slit, and drawn for tightening up the
slit, as labt described, and may be secured at . -

their upper ends by t_y ing together.

Various methods of mterlaunﬂ' the cOid or;-{lf:_f*"; -

to any ingenious opemtor of the fastemnu |
I claim—

“cords with the hooks may suggebt themselves

The wutmuom wire D when formed mto a.
series of hooks, as descnbed and sscured to - .
the. shoe by means of the elastlc cords or - .
bands [, in the manner and for the purposef o

_speclﬁed
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