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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS J. HARDA-
WAY, of Macon, in the county of Bibb and
btate of Georgla have invented a new and
Improved Mail- Bag , of which the following 1s
a specification :

In the accompanying drawing, Higure 1
represents a perspective view of the mouth of
wy mail-bag; Fig. 2, a front elevation of the
same, as closed :;md locked; and Fig. 3, a
detail cross- sectmn of the folded mouth ‘on
tine ¢ ¢, Fig. 2

Slmﬂar letters of reference indicate corre-

—pnding parts. -

‘My invention is an improvement in the
class of mail-bags provided at the mouth with
hinged bars or plates adapted to be locked
t(}ﬂether I have fouud that four bars, hinged
together so as to form a rectangulwr and
nearly square opening, possess advantages
over any other number or arrangement 1in
respect to convenience and rapidity of open-
ing and closing the bag and access to 1ts con-
tents, &e. I have also found that, by attach-
ing a lockmn‘ .piece to one of the bars near the
JOl[lt and othermse arranging the same, as
heremafter described, I secure the following
advantages :

The said piece may be conveniently used as
a handle for opening and closing the bag.
When adjusted for locking it covers the con-
tiguous and middle joint of the hinged bars,
fmd thus imparts a strength and rigidity
highly necessary to security ot the countents
of the bag. The piece 1s also adapted by its
position to receive a label relating to con-
tents, destination, &c., of the bag.

Tn the dmwmg, A and A’ represent the
metal mouth-pieces, connected by hinges B
riveted suitably to the ends of pieces A. The
rear pieces A’ are provided with flanges &
which, on closing, overlap the front pieces A.
The flan ges « are cut under an angle of forty-

five degxees above the hinge-joint of the rear |

pieces, allowing thereby the full and unob-
structed opening of the mouth into a rect-
angular shape. The rear pieces A are tfurther

provided with sta,pleq, b and d, staples b

being applied horizontally, staples @ verti-
cally, to correspond with similarly placed
slots b and d’ of the front pieces. Near slot d’
of front piece A is also a vertical staple, e, to
which the label-case C is attached. The label-

| case O 18 constructed of suitable material,

and connected by a strong double wire, 7, to
staple ¢. The body of the label-case is fitted
with frame and spring to hold and change
the labels readily, of rectangular shape, w1th
a slotted extension, g, ghdm o freely over
staple b on closing the mouth. Label-case C
serves also as handle to open and close the

mouth of the bag. The top of the mail-bag
i8 riveted or otherwise connected to the lower
side of pieces A, the rear pieces being more-
over supplied with staples on the back for

hanging the bag on hooks and assorting the
mails, as the mouth will stand open in the
shape desired. On closing the bag, the front
pieces are {olded over the rear pieces, so that
the staples project outside ot the slots which
may be done rapidly by taking the label-case
into one hand and pressing the hinged pieces

together, inserting then double wire f under

staple d, and blotted extension g over staple b,
passing the bow of the lock through stap]e
b, and locking the same. The opening of the
bmg 1S 'Lccomphshed in the same manner, with
the operation of the parts reversed.

Having thus deseribed my 1nvent10n I do
not claim flan ged bars nor a shdmglockm Q-

piece; but
I claim as new and desire to secure by

Letters Patent—

As the improvement in mail-bags, herein-
before described, the locking label ] plece Oy,
attached to one of the four- hmged bars near
the joint B by means of long wire-loop f and
staple e, and the slots ' d’ and staples b and
d, all arranged as specified, whereby said
piece is adapted to cover the joint and lock
the bars together, as shown and described.

THOMAS J. HARDAWAY.

YWitnesses:
A. E. SEIFERT,
L. A, HAUSE.
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