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- To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, WM. WHITWELL PARK-
ER, of Minneapolis, in the county of Henne-
pin and State of Minnesota, have invented a
certain new ‘and useful Improved Portable
Folding-Seat Bench, of which the following
18 & description:

Nature of the Invention.

My invention is designed to secure for school
and other similar wooden benches the ad-
vantages of a folding or turn-up seat, and at
the same time render the whole portable, sim-
 ple, and inexpensive in construction, and to
avoid the necessity of securing the bench so
constructed rigidly to the floor or other sup-
port; and it consists in the employment of a
horizontal longitudinal beam, extending the
whole length of the bench, in combination
with and forming the support for the turn-up |
~or folding seat, said beam being so situated
upon and with relation to the supporting-
standards that the center of gravity (whether |
the seat is in use or not) always tends to
equalize and distribute the strain upon the
standards, and thereby maintain the equilib- |
rium of the bench without the necessity of
securing the standards rigidly to the floor or
other support, all substantially as hereinafter
described.

- General Description. | .

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portable bench embodying my im-
provements and illustrating their application
to a double or long bench where three or more
standards are necessary, one of the seats be-
ing shown up and the other down. }ig. 2 1s
a vertical cross-section of the same, showing |
the seat turned up in dotted lines. Fig. 3 is
a sectional perspective view, illustrating the
employment of the lower rail or portion of
the back of the seat as a stop for the latter. |
I design making the entire bench of wood.
The standards A are formed in any ordina-
ry.or suitable manner or shape, the principal
requisite being that they admit of the mount- |
ing of the horizontal longitudinal beam B
upon and between them, in such position with
relation to their base that the line of gravity, |

whether the seat is in use or not, will always |

fall within and near the center of said base,
and tend constantly to maintain the equilib-

rium of the bench, and thereby avoid the ne- |

cessity of securing the standards rigidly to

the floor or other support. The slotted or

other form of back also connects and binds
the standards together, the whole, with the
beam, forming a frame-work for the reception
and support of the folding or turn-up seat C.
The latter, instead of being simply a seat
large enough for the accommodation of a sin-

| gle person, as where turn-up seats have been

heretofore used, is made continuous the whole
length of the bench, excepting where the lat-
ter is of such length as to require the employ-
ment of three or more standards, (as in the
drawing,) in which case it is preferable to di-
vide the seat into the least possible number
of sections. The seat C is hinged on the un-
der side to the beam B in such a manner that
when the seat is in position for use none of
the weight or strain is on the hinges, the
whole pressure from above being sustained
by the beam. When the seat is turned up,
then, and then only, the hinges support the
weight of the seat, and for this purpose they
are abundantly strong.

The advantages claimed for my invention
are, that it affords a simple, portable bench

| for school-rooms and similar places, which

combines all the advantages of the turn-up
seats used in concert-halls, &c. To enable
the adoption of such a bench in the situations
referred to, it is essential that its construction
be simple, and such as to avoid the necessity
of securing it rigidly to the floor or other sup-
port, and it must be so comparatively inex-
pensive as to add little or nothing in excess
of the cost of the ordinary wooden benches
in use at the present time—conditions which I
believe my device fully anticipates.

What I claim as my invention, and desire '

to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A portable bench, consisting of two or more
standards, A, supporting the horizontal lon-
gitudinal beam B, to which the folding or
turn-up seat is hinged, in the manner and for
the purpose substantially as described. -

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

WM. WHITWELL PARKER.

Witnesses: _
SAMUEL R. THAYER,
J. SIMMONS,
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