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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM MCKEEVER, OF STAUNTON, VIRGINIA.

- IMPROVEMENT IN HARVESTER-CUTTERS.

tSpeciﬁeation forming part of Letters Patent No. 137, 705, dated April 8, 1873 ; application filed
| | February 14, 1873. |

To all whom it may cof}wem: |
Be it known that I, WiLL1AM MCcKEEVER,

-of Staunton, in the county of Aungusta and

State of Virginia, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Cutters for Harvest-

ers; and I do hereby declare the following to

be a full, clear, and exact description of the
~ Same, reference being had to the accompany-
Ing drawing forming part of this specificati on,
In which— |

Figure 1 is a plan view; Fig. 2, a vertical
section through cutter-blade and cutter-bar.
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of my im-
proved blade or cutter. Fig. 4is a detail per-
spective view of my spacer. " |

The invention consists in constructing and
applying harvester-cutters to their holder, as
hereinatter deseribed and claimed.

In the drawing, A represents the cutter-bar
of a harvester; B, the cutter-blades; C, the.

- Spacers; D, the head; and E, the screw. The
cutter-blade B is provided with the side an-
gles or wings b b to enable it to be locked con-
venlently, and with the turned shank b’ to en-
able 1t to be removed readily from the cutter-
bar., It is locked to the cutter-bar by means
- of the intermediate and end spacers C, which
are forced inside the wings b b by the screw
LK. By withdrawing this screw a short dis-
tance, so that the spacer may clear the wing,
one of the blades can be taken out and re-
placed in a very few minutes.
no delay for sharpening when a stone strikes
a blade or other accident occurs thereto.

The blade is cut with a die out of a plate of
the exact shape desired, and the shank then

turned, ag shown in Fig. 3 of drawing. This |

- énables me to manufacture and supply these
‘blades very cheaply. :

There is thus

| & diameter a little larger than the breadth of

the cutter-bar A. These are then flattened or
rendered oblong by placing them on a man-
drel corresponding to the cutter-bar in size
and shape, to which they are pressed by rolls
or otherwise. These, also, can therefore be
turnished at a very trifling expense.

The cufter-bar A is made round or corre-
spondingly shaped on each of the sides ¢ «, so
that my cutter-blades can be reversed and be
adapted to cut with a right or left handed har-
vester. - | |

The application is as follows: A series of
cutier-blades with a spacer, G, between every

| two, and with one at each end, is inserted on

the cutter-bar, and all are forced up and locked -
rigidly together by the screw E, which works
through the head D. - =

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— ' ' ]

1. A cutter-blade constructed with a bent
shank, ', and the side wings b b, as described,
to enable 1t to be locked by sliding up spacers

‘behind said wings, and to allow each knife

[

The spacers C are simply cut from tubes of |

to be removed without taking off any of the
others. | |
2. The combination of cutter-bar A a and

spacers C with the entter-blades B b 1/, as de-

scribed, so that the cutters may be reversed
to work in a right or left handed machine.

6. The combination, with cutter-bar A «,
spacer U, and cutters B b b/, of the screw E
working through a head, D, as described, to

lock the cutters, in the manner specified.
| W, McKEEVER.

Witnesses: |
- THOs8. D. D. OURAND,
CHAS., A, PETTIT,.
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