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" To all whom it man Y concern:

Be 1t known that I, WiLLiAM H. MCPHER
SON, of Nashville, in the county of Davidson

 and State of Tennesqee have invented a cer-

tain Improvementin Bur glar-AlarmsandTrap-
- Guns, of which the following is a specification:

- Nature and Objects of the Invention.
The alarm is sounded or the animal shot by

the firing of a short ¢“gun” furnished with a_

gimlet-screw, by which it may be attached to
a door-jamb or other support in proper posi-
tion. The dog is a jointed prop pivoted to the

rear end of the barrel. For tripping the same -

an extensible and articulated lever or trigger

~1s provided, which may be arranged so as to

be moved by a door or window, if- opened, or
“connected to one or several movable obJects,
or have a bait applied thereto.
| ployed with protecting-wires the arrangement
mmay be such that an alarm will be sounded if
the wires are either moved or cut. The device
may be further adapted to be fired from the
hand. When not in use the article may be
compacted so as to be carried in the pocket.
The 1invention consists in the said peculiar
construction of dog and trigger, and in the
peculiar combination and arran gement of the
beveral parts, as hereinafter fully set forth.

Descmptwn of the Drawing.

1’1gme 1 is a perspective view, 1llustratmg
the construction and operation oi the device,
and 1ts application as a burglar-alarm to se-
~cure. a door.
the device com pa(,ted and in inverted position.

Kig. 3 is a longitudinal section of the device

in compacted condition.

General Descmpmon.

The foundation part of this device is a short
“barrel 7 a, constructed with a bore, 1, for an
explomve charge with or without ball and
furnished with a nipple, b, to receive a percus«-

- sion-cap, and adapted for the attachment of

the other parts. - These consist of a gimlet-

SCrew, ¢, & hammer, d, a spring, ¢, a dog or
prop, f, and a trigger or tripping-lever, g. The
gimlet-screw ¢ for attaching the device to a

- door-jamb, A, or other support 18 hinged to a
. pmperly-arranged lug, 2, by Screw-pi'ntle3 and

When em-

Kig, 2 is a perspectwe view of

“mer by shackle 3 pivoted to the latter.

clarhpmﬂ‘ nut 4, B y turnm-ﬂ' the barrel on the

axes of the screw ¢ and pmtle 3 it may be read-

ily pointed in any direction. The screw is

preferably reversible, so that the device may

be applied to either a right-hand or left-hand
door without inverting it, which may be ac-

‘| complished by properly a,rranglng the hin ge-
| lug; but the device works equally well in in-

verted position. The hammer d is hinged be-

tween a pair of lugs, 5, on the top of the bar-
rel at its muzzle end, and the free end of the-
hammer is constructed with a projection, 6,
presenting a suitably-formed face or faces to
engage with the dog f. The spring e is at-

tached at one end, by screw 7, to the breech
end of the barrel, and is connected to the ham-

The
dog or prop f and the trigger or tripping-lever
g are made of sheet-steel, and are pivoted, re-
spectively, to the bleech end and the bottom
of the barrel by screws 9 10. The dog is com-

posed of two sections, 11 12, united, by a pin-

tle-rivet, at the upper end of 'the inner member‘
S0 a8 to yleld or fold laterally. The outer mem-

ber or point 12 is tapered and rounded so as to
constitute a delicate support. The trigger g -
1s composed of three sections or members, 13
14 15, one of which, 14, is slotted so as to be

extenmble in line wﬂsh the inner member, be-

| ing attached thereto by a dovetailed tongue, L

and the outer member 15 is pivoted so as to be
turned laterally, and is slotted, also, so as to
be extended more or less, as required. A
clamp-nut, 16, is applied to the pivot of the
outer member to render the joint rigid. A
notch, 17, in the rear ends of the inner mem-
bers engages with a projection, 18, on the lower
end of the inner member of the don' to connect
the two parts. This notch serves also to re-

cerve the end of the point of the dog to retain

the same when it is folded. The trigger folds
also within the compass of the barrel, and is
secured by a stud, 19, at the extremny of the
outer member, engagmg with a notch, 20, in_
the barrel, through the slot, and a correspoud
mg opening in the inner members .
More than one of the different sections of
the tripping-lever may obviously be employed,
if preferred; and other similar details admlt -
of ‘modification.

To set vhe device the hammer is hfted and




2 - 137,016

the point of the straightened dog is engaged
with one of the faces of the projection 6. While

the axes of the pivot and hinge-joint of the dog

are in line the same constitufes a secure sup-
port, and it is tripped by throwing the hinge-
joint laterally out of line, when the pressure
of the spring instantly folds the dog, its point
having first slipped laterally from the engag-
ing-face of the hammer. The two faces repre-
sented are respectively flat and convex. The
use of the latter obviously renders the dog
much more sensitive. The sections of the dog
and trigger are sufficiently flexible to permit
of their being folded and secured in the man-
ner stated.

‘The device may be set as a burglar-alarm
to secure a door, B, or a window, as illustrated |

in Fig. 1; or the trigger may be connected, by
cords or wires, to several movable objects; or

a bait may be attached to the trigger, when

the device will be an efficient animal-*trap.”

When the device is employed in connection
with one or more proteeting cords or wires the
same may extend in one general direction and
a weight or its equivalent be applied at the

other side of the trigger, so that, if either of |

the cords or wires were severed, the released
‘weight would actuate the trigger.. It is also

proposed to construct the device with a stock
or pistol handle and trigger, so as to adapt 1t
to be fired from the hand.

Claims.

The following is claimed as new herein:

1. The pivoted dog or prop f, jointed and
arranged to operate as described, for the pur-
poses specified.

2. The extensible and articulated trigger or
tripping-lever g, constructed and arranged as
described, in combination with the pivoted
dog or prop f and hammer d, for the purpose
set forth. |

3. The improved burglar-alarm and animal-
trap gun, composed of the barrel ¢ and the
nipple b, supporting-screw ¢, hammer d, spring
e, dog or prop f, and trigger or tripping-lever
g, constructed and combined substantially as

 herein described, for the purposes set forth.

W. H. McCPHERSON.
Witnesses: ' -
WALLACE WILSON,
C. A. M. PULLIAM,
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